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Introduction 


The Western Ghats (WG), also known by the name ‘The Sahyadris’, 
constitute a 1600 km long mountain chain along the west coast of India, 
originating from south of the Tapti River (near the border of Gujarat and 
Maharashtra), and extending upto Kanyakumari, at the southernmost 
tip of the Indian peninsula (between 21° N to 8°N latitude) (Map-01). 
Covering an area of about 1,60,000 sq. km, the Ghats traverses the six states 
viz., Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. The 
northern hills with an average elevation of 1,220m are generally lower and 
gentler than the southern hills; the taller parts of the hill ranges. Anaimudi 
peak rising to a height of 2,695 metres (8,842 feets), at the southern part 
of the range, towards the Anaimalai Hills in Tamil Nadu and Kerala is 
the highest peak in WG as well as in Peninsular India. The 2637 m high 
Doddabetta, Nilgiris in Tamil Nadu is ranked the second highest peak in 
WG. The lower parts of the ghats experience a humid and tropical type 
of climate and the elevated regions have a more temperate climate. The 
western side of the WG is on the threshold of southwest monsoon and 
receives very high rainfall, while the eastern side lies in the rain shadow 
area of the peninsula. 

The massive mountain chain is interrupted by a few gaps/passes, the most 
prominent one being the Palghat gap, at the Tamil Nadu/Kerala border 



High altitude stream, Eravikulam NP, Kerala 
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Map 01: Physiography of the Western Ghats. 
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between the Nilgiri Hills and 
the Anaimalai Hills. The gap is 
32 km at its widest and 13 km 
at its narrowest. The southern 
part of the WG harbours the 
Nilgiri Hills (the word Nilgiri 
mean “Blue Mountains”) 
which is the meeting point 
of the Western with Eastern 
Ghats. The narrow coastal 
plain between the WG and the 
Arabian Sea is known as the 
Konkan Coast in the north and 
the Malabar Coast in the south. 



The Western Ghats, an area 
of rich biodiversity and also 
exhibiting high degrees of Hill Stream, Kudremukh NP, Karnataka 
endemism, comprises the 

major portion of the Western Ghats - Sri Lanka Hotspot, one of the 
34 global biodiversity hotspots for conservation by the Conservation 
International (Myers et al., 2000). The area is also one of the worlds eight 
“Hottest biodiversity hotspots”. Of the Global 200 priority ecoregions of 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Southern western Ghats Moist 
Forests and Western Ghats Rivers and Streams fall under the Critically 
Endangered Category (http://worldwildlife.org). 



Weed Covered Lake, Karnataka 
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In the present study, distribution 
maps of all known species from 
the Western Ghats region were 
prepared and their distribution 
patterns analysed using GIS tools. 
This study demonstrates the use 
of GIS tools in identification 
of geographic regions for 
conservation and future surveys. 

Odonata of the Western Ghats 



The odonate fauna of the 
Western Ghats is well known 
taxonomically. Taxonomy of 
adults is well worked out and 
descriptions are available for 
all the reported species (Davis Suttinabbi Water Falls, KMNP, Karnataka 
and Tobin, 1984, 1985; Fraser, 

1918 to 1936 (including Fauna of British India- Odonata, Volume I, 
II & III), 1938, 1939, 1946, 1953; Kimmins, 1958; Laidlaw, 1915, 
1916, 1917ab, 1919, 1920, 1922, 1924, 1925, 1930; Lieftinck, 1960; 
Mitra, 1994; Navas, 1930, 1934; Prasad and Varshney, 1995; Tyagi, 
1997). Later on, diversity of odonate fauna of the Western Ghats were 
documented based on the field studies by scientists of Zoological Survey 



Paddy Field at Kambam, Theni Dt., Tamil Nadu 
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of India and other researchers (Emiliyamma, 2005; Emiliyamma and 
Radhakrishnan, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2006abc, 2007ab; Emiliyamma et 
al. , 2005, 2007; Gunathilagaraj et al. , 1999; Kulkarni andTalmale, 2008, 
2009; Kulkarni et al. , 2006; Mathavan et al., 1989; Mitra, 2002ab, 2003; 
Mitra and Babu, 2010; Palot and Soniya, 2000, 2004; Palot et al., 2002, 
2005; Peters, 1981; Prasad, 1987, 1995, 1996; Prasad and Kulkarni, 2001, 
2002ab; Radhakrishnan and Emiliyamma, 2003; Rao and Lahiri, 1982; 
Subramanian, 2007; Subramanian and Sivaramakrishnan, 2002). Though 
partial, these published studies give valuable information on geographic 
and habitat distribution of odonates of the region. Recently, Adarsh et al. 
(2014, 2015), Babu et al. (2013), Das et al. (2013), Emiliyamma (2014), 
Emiliyamma and Palot (20l6a,b), Emiliyamma et al. (2012), Halali et al. 
(2015), Hamalainen (2011), Joshi etal. (2016), Kiran etal. (2015), Koparde 
et al. (2014), Kulkarni and Subramanian, (2013), Kulkarni et al. (2012), 
Muhil and Pramod (2017), Rangnekar etal. (2010, 2014), Subramanian et 
al. (2011, 2013) and Vargheese etal. (2014) provided detailed information 
on distribution of Odonata of the Western Ghats, including three new 
species to science. Global distribution details were obtained from published 
literature (Bedjanic etal., 2014; Fraser, 1933d, 1934b & 1936b; Gyeltshen 
et al. , 2017; IUCN, 2016; Subramanian, 2009; Tsuda, 2000). 

Globally 6256 species in 686 genera and 38 families of odonates are known 
(Schorr and Paulson, 2017) of this, 488 species and 27 subspecies in 153 
genera and 18 families exist in India (Subramanian and Babu, 2017ab). 
Extant Odonata is broadly divided into three suborders, the Zygoptera or 
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damselflies, Anisozygoptera and the Anisoptera or dragonflies. Current 
study shows that the Western Ghats odonate fauna comprise of 193 species, 
representing two suborders, 14 families, 83 genera and 74 species (38.63%) 
endemic to the region. The distribution atlas has been generated for these 
species (Table-1). Families Synlestidae, Philogangidae, Epiophlebiidae and 
Cordulegastridae have no representatives in the Western Ghats. 


Table-1: Diversity of Odonata in the Western Ghats 


SI. 

Sub- 

Family 

World 

India 

Western Ghats 

No. 

order 


Genera 

Species 

Genera 

Species 

Genera 

Species 

Zygoptera 

1 


Hemiphlebiidae# 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 


Perilestidae# 

2 

19 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 


Synlestidae 

9 

38 

1 

6 

0 

0 

4 


Lestidae 

9 

153 

5 

25 

2 

10 

3 


Platystictidae 

9 

262 

3 

15 

2 

9 

6 


Amphipterygidae# 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 


Argiolestidae# 

20 

114 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 


Calopterygidae 

21 

180 

6 

9 

2 

4 

9 


Chlorocyphidae 

20 

156 

8 

22 

3 

3 

10 


Devadattidae# 

1 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 


Dicteriadidae# 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 


Euphaeidae 

9 

75 

6 

19 

2 

4 

13 


Heteragrionidae# 

2 

56 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 


Hypolestidae# 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 


Lestoideidae# 

2 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 


Pentaphlebiidae# 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 


Megapodagrioniidae# 

3 

29 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18 


Philogangidae 

1 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

19 


Philogeniidae# 

2 

40 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 


Philosinidae# 

2 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21 


Polythoridae# 

7 

60 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 


Pseudolestidae# 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 


Rimanellidae# 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24 


Thaumatoneuridae# 

2 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 


Isostictidae# 

12 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26 


Platycnemididae 

43 

455 

15 

53 

9 

19 

27 


Coenagrionidae 

121 

1351 

12 

60 

11 

26 

28 


Genera Incertae sedis 

14 

71 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Anisozygoptera 

28 

Epiophlebiidae 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Anisoptera 

29 


Austropetaliidae# 

4 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30 


Aeshnidae 

54 

480 

13 

49 

3 

10 

31 


Petaluridae# 

5 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32 


Gomphidae 

101 

1010 

29 

85 

14 

30 
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33 


Chlorogomphidae 

3 

52 

3 

8 

1 

3 

34 


Cordulegastridae 

3 

55 

3 

9 

0 

0 

33 


Neopetaliidae# 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

36 


Synthemistidae 

26 

147 

2 

15 

2 

11 

37 


Macromiidae 

4 

123 

2 

17 

2 

11 

38 


Corduliidae 

21 

165 

2 

2 

1 

1 

39 


Libellulidae 

144 

1035 

40 

91 

30 

52 

Total Diversity 

686 

6233 

153 

488 

85 

193 


Note: Families in ‘#’ are not represented in India. 

2. Methods 


The Odonata species with distribution known exclusively from the 
Western Ghats (Map-01&02) are only considered for this work. 
Distribution records for each of the 193 species were compiled from field 
surveys, registered museum collections of Western Ghats Regional Centre 
(WGRC), ZSI, Kozhikode; Western Regional Centre (WRC), ZSI, Pune, 
and from published scientific literature. A total of 5319 records were 
computerized and geo-referenced. The localities were identified with the 
help of state and district atlases, Survey of India toposheets and Google 
Earth. Each species record was georeferenced into a database. Distribution 
maps were plotted and the geospatial analysis was carried out with DIVA- 
GIS 5.7 and Quantum GIS. Species richness across the Western Ghats 
was analyzed with DIVA-GIS 7.5 (Hijmans et al., 2012) and Quantum 
GIS (QGIS DT, 2017) at a grid size of 0.125 degrees (^l4KmXl4Km). 

3. Results 


A total of 5319 records were computerized as per the GBIF-TWG- 
Darwin Core format. The database prepared based on literature, museum 
records and field studies recorded 193 species in 83 genera, 14 families 



Paddy Field, Chadivayal, Coimbatore 
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Ecosystems of the Western Ghats 


Ecosystems 

8S Central Deccan Plateau dry deciduous forests 
Deccan thorn scrub forests 
M Indus River Detta-Arablan Sea mangroves 
□ Khathiar-Gir dry deciduous forests 

■ Malabar Coast moist forests 

■ ] Narmada Valley dry deciduous forests 

■ North Western Ghats moist deciduous forests 
■■ North Western Ghats montane rain forests 

■ South Deccan Plateau dry deciduous forests 


i«rS 


-J'7rS 


LJ South Western Ghats moist deciduous forests 
■ South Western Ghats montane rain forests 




Map 02: Ecosystems of the Western Ghats. 
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and 2 suborders, of this 74 species are endemic to the Western Ghats 
and 13 are endemic to India. The suborders Zygoptera (damselflies) and 
Anisoptera (dragonflies) are represented seven families each in the Western 
Ghats. Zygopteran fauna comprises of 29 genera and 75 species, of which 
32 species are endemic to the region. On the other hand, Anisopteran 
fauna comprises of 54 genera, 118 species with 42 endemics. Percentage 
of endemism is higher in Zygoptera (43%) than in Anisoptera (36%). 
Among 193 species, four species are considered as species inquirenda , and 
further studies are required to assess the status of the species. 


Families Libellulidae (52 species), Gomphidae (30 species) and 
Coenagrionidae (26 species) are most species rich in the Western Ghats 
(Figure 1 & 2). These families constitute 58 per cent of the odonate 
fauna and 36 per cent of endemic species. Among 30 species of gomphids 
22 species are endemic to the region, whereas only four species of 
coenagrionids and one species of libellulids are endemic to the study area. 

Families with high percentage of endemism (>30%) are Platystictidae, 
Platycnemididae, Gomphidae, Macromidae and Synthemistidae. Families like 
Aeshnidae and Corduliidae have no endemic species in the Western Ghats 
(Babu et al ., 2013; Subramanian, 2007). All the species of the families 
Platystictidae and Chlorogomphidae recorded from the Western Ghats 



Fig. 1 . Species diversity of Zygoptera. 
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are endemic to the region. Similarly, all the species of the genera Euphaea , 
Esme, Burmagomphus, Megalogomphus, Merogomphus, Microgomphus , Idionyx 
recorded are also endemic to the study area. 

Five monotypic endemic odonates viz., Phylloneura westermanni, Melanoneura 
bilineata (Platycnemididae), Calocypha laidlawi (Chlorocyphidae) and 
Davidioides martini (Gomphidae) and Epithemis mariae (Libellulidae) are 
known from the Western Ghats. In the current study populations of these 
species were discovered from Kathlekan reserve forest (Uttara Kannada 
dist.), Shendurney Wildlife Sancturay (Trivandrum dist.) and Silent 
Valley National Park (Palakkad dist.). 

The distribution of species diversity of Odonata in the Western Ghats 
has interesting patterns. High diversity and endemism is reported from 
the hills south of 13°N. The diversity and endemism is highest at Nilgiri- 
Wayanad-Kodagu complex and Anaimalai Hills. The upper catchments 
of the rivers Cauvery, Chaliyar, Bharatapuzha and Periyar draining eastern 
and western slopes of the Western Ghats between 9°N and 13°N has 
nearly 130 species with 40 endemics. North of 13°N up to 15°N about 
80 species are reported with 20 endemics. The endemism drastically drops 
north of 15°N to less than 10 species. Species richness and endemism is also 
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lower in landscapes south of 9°N with about 90 species and 20 endemics. 
However, this pattern in southern most part is due to inadequate surveys, 
especially in the Tamil Nadu part. It is observed that within a basin, the 
forested hill streams and rivers have higher diversity and endemism than 
agriculture dominated landscapes of downstream plains. Hence eastern 
parts of the river basins in Tamil Nadu plains have much lower diversity 
and endemism (Maps-03 to 10). 

Odonata Habitats: High diversity and endemism is observed in hill 
streams and rivers which have good undisturbed riparian forest. One 
hundred and twenty four species are found in hill streams, of which 81 
are endemic. Habitats like marshes, ponds, lakes and paddy fields have 
low level of species diversity and endemism (Figure 3 & 4). 

Threats: Recent studies conducted in Eastern Himalaya and Peninsular 
India demonstrates that Odonate fauna of the subcontinent is threatened 
due to anthropogenic activities such as habitat destruction, agricultural 
expansion, pesticide and industrial pollution (Mitra et al ., 2010; 
Subramanian et al., 2011). 

Conservation and Human Significance: Odonates are a dominant 
group of aquatic insects. They are one of the dominant invertebrate 
predators in the wetland ecosystem. Being predators both at larval and 
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Map 03: River basins of Western Ghats. 
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Map 04: Odonata data points used in current study. 
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Map 05: Odonata diversity across ecosystems. 
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Map 06: Family diversity of Odonata. 
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Map 07: Generic diversity of Odonata. 
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Map 08: Species diversity of Odonata. 


18 
































































































































Atlas of Odonata (Insecta) of the Western Ghats, India 


Zool. Surv. India 



Map 09: Species richness of endemic Odonata. 


19 


























































































































































Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 



Map 10: Odonata diversity across river basins in the Western Ghats. 
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90 



■ Anlsoptera 

■ Zygoptera 

■ Total Diversity 


Fig. 4. Endemic species diversity of Odonata across habitats. 


adult stages, they have a significant role in the wetland food chain. Adult 
odonates feed on mosquitoes, blackflies and other blood-sucking flies 
and act as an important biocontrol agent for these harmful insects. Many 
species of odonates inhabiting in agro ecosystems play a crucial role in 
controlling pest populations. 


In addition to the role of odonates in ecosystem function, their value 
as indicators of quality of the biotope is now being increasingly 
recognised. Recent studies have shown how species assemblages of 
dragonflies change with levels of human disturbance (Kulkarni and 
Subramanian, 2013; Subramanian et al., 2011). Dragonflies found at 
undisturbed habitats with good riparian vegetation were specialists 
with narrow distribution. On the other hand, species recorded at 
industrial land or urban areas with disturbed riparian vegetation were 
generalists with wide habitat preference and distribution. These studies 
also show that dragonflies are sensitive not only to the quality of the 
wetland but also to the major landscape changes, especially changes in 
the riparian zone. 


Current IUCN Redlist Assessment (2016) categorizes one Endangered, 
four Vulnerable and five Near Threatened species from the Western Ghats 
(Table-2). 
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Table-2: IUCN Threat Status of Western Ghats Odonata (Version 2016-3) 


SI. No. 

Species 

IUCN Status 

1 

Idionyx galeata 

Endangered 

2 

Heliogomphus promelas 

Near Threatened 

3 

Indothemis carnatica 

Near Threatened 

4 

Megalogomphus hannyngtoni 

Near Threatened 

3 

Melanoneura bilineata 

Near Threatened 

6 

Phylloneura westermanni 

Near Threatened 

7 

Chlorogomphus xanthoptera 

Vulnerable 

8 

Disparoneura apicalis 

Vulnerable 

9 

Indosticta deccanensis 

Vulnerable 

10 

Protosticta sanguinostigma 

Vulnerable 


6. Conclusion 


The current study is carried out for the first time in India for mapping the 
geographical distribution of an insect group using GIS tools and created 
a database based on the field studies, museum records and literature. The 
study demonstrates use of such tools in understanding distribution patterns, 
identifying diversity hotspots, geographic and taxonomic gap areas. The study 
identified geographic areas in the Western Ghats such as Coorg-Wayanad- 
Nilgiri complex, Anamalai-Palani-Kodaikanal, Periyar and Aghastyamalai 
landscapes as high priority for conservation of Odonata. Further intensive 
surveys are required in Tamil Nadu part of the southern Western Ghats and 
Karnataka to understand species distribution and diversity. 
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Classification of Odonata of the Western Ghats 

Order Odonata Fabricius, 1793 

Suborder Zygoptera Selys, 1854 

Superfamily Lestoidea Calvert, 1901 
Family Lestidae Calvert, 1901 
Superfamily Platystictoidea Kennedy, 1920 
Family Platystictidae Kennedy, 1920 
Superfamily Calopterygoidea Selys, 1850 
Family Calopterygidae Selys, 1850 
Family Chlorocyphidae Cowley, 1937 
Family Euphaeidae Yakobson & Bainchi, 1905 
Superfamily Coenagrionoidea Kirby, 1890 

Family Platycnemididae Yakobson & Bainchi, 1905 
Family Coenagrionidae Kirby, 1890 

Suborder Anisoptera Selys, 1854 

Superfamily Aeshnoidea Leach, 1815 
Family Aeshnidae Leach, 1815 
Superfamily Gomphoidea Rambur, 1842 
Family Gomphidae Rambur, 1842 
Superfamily Cordulegastroidea Needham, 1903 
Family Chlorogomphidae Needham, 1903 
Superfamily Libelluloidea Leach, 1815 

Family Synthemistidae Tillyard, 1917 
Family Macromiidae Needham, 1903 
Family Corduliidae Selys, 1850 
Family Libellulidae Leach, 1815 

Checklist of Odonata of the Western Ghats (marked with * endemic 

to WG; ** endemic to India; # species inquirendd) 

Suborder Zygoptera 
Family Lestidae 

1. Indolestes davenporti (Fraser, 1930)* 

2. Indolestes pulcherrimus Fraser, 1924* 

3. Lestes dorothea Fraser, 1924 

4. Lestes elatus Hagen in Selys, 1862 

5. Lestes malabaricus Fraser, 1929 
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6. Lestes nodalis Selys, 1891 

7. Lestespatricia Fraser, 1924* 

8. Lestespraemorsus Hagen in Selys, 1862 

9. Lestes umbrinus Selys, 1891 

10. Lestes viridulus Rambur, 1842 

Family Platystictidae 

11. Lndosticta deccanensis (Laidlaw, 1915)* 

12. Protosticta antelopoides Fraser, 19 31 * 

13. Proto sticta davenporti Fraser, 19 31 * 

14. Proto sticta gravely i Laidlaw, 1915 * 

15. Protosticta hearseyi Fraser, 1922* 

16. Protosticta monticola Emiliyamma and Palot, 2016* 

17. Protostictaponmudiensis Kiran, Kalesh and Kunte, 2015* 

18. Protosticta rufostigma Kimmins, 1958* 

19. Protosticta sanguinostigma Fraser, 1922* 

Family Calopterygidae 

20. Neurobasis chinensis (Linnaeus, 1758) 

21. Vestalis apicalis Selys, 1873** 

22. Vestalis gracilis (Rambur, 1842) 

23. Vestalis submontana Fraser, 1934** 

Family Chlorocyphidae 

24. Calocypha laidlawi (Fraser, 1924)* 

25. Heliocypha bisignata (Hagen in Selys, 1853)** 

26. Libellago indica (Fraser, 1928 )* 

Family Euphaeidae 

27. Dysphaea ethela Fraser, 1924** 

28. Euphaea cardinalis (Fraser, 1924)* 

29. Euphaea dispar Rambur, 1842* 

30. Euphaea fraseri (Laidlaw, 1920)* 

Family Platycnemididae 

31. Caconeura gomphoides { Rambur, 1842)* 

32. Caconeura ramburi (Fraser, 1922)** 

33. Caconeura risi (Fraser, 1931)* 

34. Caconeura t-coerulea (Fraser, 1933)* 

35. Copera marginipes (Rambur, 1842) 
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36. Copera vittata Selys, 1863 

37. Disparoneura apicalis (Fraser, 1924)* 

38. Disparoneura quadrimaculata { Rambur, 1842)** 

39. Elattoneura nigerrima (Laidlaw, 1917)** 

40. Elattoneura souteri (Fraser, 1924)* 

41. Elattoneura tetrica (Laidlaw, 1917) * 

42. Esme cyaneovittata Fraser, 1922* 

43. Esme longistyla Fraser, 1931 * 

44. Esme mudiensis Fraser, 1931* 

45. Melanoneura bilineata Eraser, 1922* 

46. Onychargia atrocyana (Selys, 1865) 

47. Phylloneura westermanni (Selys, I860)* 

48. Prodasineura verticalis (Selys, 1860) 

49. Pseudocopera ciliata (Selys, 1863) 

Family Coenagrionidae 

50. Aciagrion approximans krishna Fraser, 1921* 

51. Aciagrion occidentale Laidlaw, 1919 

52. Aciagrion pallidum Selys, 1891 

53. Agriocnemis femina (Brauer, 1868) 

54. Agriocnemis keralensis Peters, 19 81 * 

5 5. Agriocnemispieris Laidlaw, 1919** 

56. Agriocnemispygmaea (Rambur, 1842) 

57. Agriocnemis splendidissima Laidlaw, 1919 

58. Amphiallagmaparvum (Selys, 1876) 

59. Archibasis oscillans (Selys, 1877) 

60. Ceriagrion aurantiacum Fraser, 1924# 

61. Ceriagrion cerinorubellum (Brauer, 1865) 

62. Ceriagrion coromandelianum (Fabricius, 1798) 

63. Ceriagrion olivaceum Laidlaw, 1914 

64. Ceriagrion rubiae Laidlaw, 1916 

65. Ischnura aurora (Brauer, 1865) 

66. Ischnura nursei Morton, 1907 

67. Ischnura senegalensis (Rambur, 1842) 

68. Mortonagrion varralli Fraser, 1920* 

69. Paracercion calamorum (Ris, 1916) 

70. Pseudagrion decorum (Rambur, 1842) 
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71. Pseudagrion hypermelas Selys, 1876 

72. Pseudagrion indicum Fraser, 1924* 

73. Pseudagrion malabaricum Fraser, 1924 

74. Pseudagrion microcephalum (Rambur, 1842) 

75. Pseudagrion rubriceps Selys, 1876 

Suborder Anisoptera 
Family Aeshnidae 

76. Anaciaeschna donaldiYi^zr, 1922 

77. Anaciaeschna jaspidea (Burmeister, 1839) 

78. Anax ephippiger (Burmeister, 1839) 

79. Anaxguttatus (Burmeister, 1839) 

80. Anax immaculifrons Rambur, 1842 

81. Anax indicus Lieftinck, 1942 

82. Anaxparthenope (Selys, 1839) 

83. Gynacantha bayadera Selys, 1891 

84. Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960 

85. Gynacantha rotundata Navas, 1930# 

Family Gomphidae 

86. Acrogomphus fraseri Laidlaw, 1925* 

87. Asiagomphus nilgiricus (Laidlaw, 1922)* 

88. Burmagomphus cauvericus Fraser, 1926* 

89. Burmagomphus laidlawi Fraser, 1924* 

90. Burmagomphus pyramidalis Laidlaw, 1922* 

91. Cyclogomphus heterostylus Selys, 1854* 

92. Cyclogomphus wilkinsl Fraser, 1926* 

93. Cyclogomphusypsilon Selys, 1854** 

94. Davidioides martini Fraser, 1924* 

95. Gomphidia fletcheri Fraser, 1923* 

96. Gomphidia kodaguensis Fraser, 1923* 

97. Gomphidiaplatyceps Fraser, 1953* 

98. Gomphidia t-nigrum Selys, 1854 

99. Heliogomphus kalarensis Fraser, 1934* 

100. Heliogomphuspromelas (Selys, 1873)** 

101. Ictinogomphus rapax (Rambur, 1842) 

102. Macrogomphus annulatus (Selys, 1854) 

103 . Macrogomphus wynaadicus Fraser, 1924* 
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104. Megalogomphus hannyngtoni (Fraser, 1923)** 

105. Megalogomphus superbus Fraser, 1931 * 

106. Merogomphus longistigma (Fraser, 1922)* 

107. Merogomphus tamarackerriensis Fraser, 1931 * 

108. Microgomphus souteri Fraser, 1924* 

109 . Microgomphus torquatus (Selys, 1854)* 

110. Microgomphus verticalis (Selys, 1873 )*# 

111. Onychogomphus acinaces (Laidlaw, 1922)* 

112. Onychogomphus malabarensis (Fraser, 1924)* 

113. Onychogomphus nilgiriensis (Fraser, 1922)* 

114. Onychogomphus striatus Fraser, 1924 

115. Paragomphus lineatus (Selys, 1850) 

Family Chlorogomphidae 

116. Chlorogomphus brittoi Navas, 1934*# 

117. Chlorogomphus campioni (Fraser, 1924)* 

118. Chlorogomphus xanthoptera (Fraser, 1919)* 

Family Synthemistidae 

119. Idionyx corona Fraser, 1921 * 

120. Idionyx galeata Fraser, 1924* 

121. Idionyx gomantakensis, Subramanian, Rangnaker and Nayak, 2013* 

122. Idionyx minima Fraser, 1931* 

123. Idionyx nadganiensis Fraser, 1924* 

124. Idionyx nilgiriensis (Fraser, 1918)* 

125. Idionyxperiyashola Fraser, 1939* 

126. Idionyx rhinoceroides Fraser, 1934* 

12 7. Idionyx saffronata Fraser, 1924* 

128. Idionyx travancorensis Fraser, 1931* 

129 . Macromidia donaldi (Fraser, 1924) 

Family Macromiidae 

130 . Epophthalmia frontalis Selys, 1871 

131. Epophthalmia vittata Burmeister, 1839 

132 . Macromia annaimalaicnsis Fraser, 1931* 

133 . Macromia bellicosa Fraser, 1924* 

134. Macromia cingulata Rambur, 1842** 

135. Macromia ellisoni Fraser, 1924* 

\?>G. Macromia flavicincta Selys, 1874** 


27 


Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 


13 1 .Macromia flavocolorata Fraser, 1922 

138. Macromia ida Fraser, 1924* 

139 . Macromia indica Fraser, 1924* 

140. Macromia irata Fraser, 1924* 

Family Corduliidae 

141. Hemicordulia asiatica Selys, 1878 

Family Libellulidae 

142 . Acisoma panorpoides Rambur, 1842 

143. Aethriamanta brevipennis (Rambur, 1842) 

144. Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, 1868 

145 . Brachydiplax sobrina (Rambur, 1842) 

146. Brachythemis contaminata (Fabricius, 1793) 
14 1. Bradinopyga geminata (Rambur, 1842) 

148. Cratilla lineata (Brauer, 1878) 

149. Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1770) 

150. Diplacodes lefebvrii (Rambur, 1842) 

151 .Diplacodes nebulosa (Fabricius, 1793) 

152. Diplacodes trivialis (Rambur, 1842) 

153. Epithemis mariae (Laidlaw, 1915)* 

154. Hydrobasileus croceus (Brauer, 1867) 

155. Hylaeothemis indica Fraser, 1946** 

15 G. Indothemis carnatica (Fabricius, 1798) 

157. Lathrecista asiatica (Fabricius, 1798) 

158. Lyriothemis acigastra (Selys, 1878) 

159. Lyriothemis tricolor Ris, 1919 
\G0. Macro dip lax cora (Brauer, 1867) 

161. Neurothemis fulvia (Drury, 1773) 

162. Neurothemis intermedia (Rambur, 1842) 

163. Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) 

164. Onychothemis testacea Laidlaw, 1902 

165. Orthetrum anceps (Schneider, 1845) 

166. Orthetrum chrysis (Selys, 1891) 

167. Orthetrum glaucum (Brauer, 1865) 

168. Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868) 

169. Orthetrumpruinosum (Burmeister, 1839) 

170. Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) 

171. Orthetrum taeniolatum (Schneider, 1845) 
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172. Orthetrum triangulare (Selys, 1878) 

173 . Palpopleura sexmaculata (Fabricius, 1787) 
\7^.Pantala flavescens (Fabricius, 1798) 

175. Potamarcha congener (Rambur, 1842) 

176. Rhodothemis rufa (Rambur, 1842) 

177. Rhyothemis triangularis Kirby, 1889 

178. Rhyothemis variegata (Linnaeus, 1763) 

179 . Sympetrum fonscolombii (Selys, 1840) 

180. Sympetrum hypomelas (Selys, 1884) 

181. Tetrathemis platyptera Selys, 1878 

182. Tholymis tillarga (Fabricius, 1798) 

183. Tramea basilaris (Palisot de Beauvois, 1805) 

184. Tramea limbata (Desjardins, 1832) 

185. Tramea Virginia (Rambur, 1842) 

186. Trithemis aurora (Burmeister, 1839) 

187. Trithemis festiva (Rambur, 1842) 

188. Trithemis kirbyi Selys, 1891 

189. Trithemispallidinervis (Kirby, 1889) 

190. Urothemis signata (Rambur, 1842) 

191. Zygonyx iris Selys, 1869 

192. Zygonyx torrida (Kirby, 1889) 

193. Zyxomma petiolatum Rambur, 1842 
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Indolestes Fraser, 1922 
1. Indolestes davenporti (Fraser, 1930) 

1930. Ceylonolestes davenporti Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc ., 34: 96-97. 
1966. Lestes (Indolestes) davenporti , Kimmins, Bull. Brit. Mus. nat. Hist. 
(Ent.X 18: 188. 

1984. Indolestes davenporti , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: 

A systematic list of the extant species ofOdonata, 1: 36. 

2017. Indolestes davenporti, Schorr & Paulson, World Odonata List, https:// 
www. pugetso und. edu 

Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This damselfly is found around grassy edges of ponds, 
streams and marshes in the hills. 



Indolestes davenporti 
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2. Indolestespulcherrimus (Fraser, 1924) 

1924. Ceylanicolestespulcherrima Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 487-489. 
1930. Ceylonolestespulcherrima, Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc 34: 98-99. 
2000. Indolestes pulcherrimus, Tsuda, A distributional list ofWorld Odonata, p. 61 

Distribution: India: Karnataka. 

Habits and Habitat: This species occurs around swamps in hills. 
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Lestes Leach, 1815 
3. Lestes dorothea Fraser, 1924 

1924. Lestes dorothea Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 484. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Karnataka, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland. 

Elsewhere : Bhutan, Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found in ponds and tanks associated with 
hill streams. This species is very local and not widespread in its range. It 
breeds in well vegetated drains and ponds. 
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4. Lestes elatus Hagen in Selys, 1862 


1862. Lestes elata Hagen in Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ., (2) 13: 319. 

1890. Lestes elatus Kirby, Syn. Cat. Odon ., p. 162. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere : Sri Lanka, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Common around tanks, ponds and streams. Usually 
sits with open wings among plants. Though a weak flier, it is very alert 
and difficult to approach. Adults can be found in grasslands and shrubs 
during dry season. 
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5. Lestes malabaricus Fraser, 1929 

1929. Lestes malabarica Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 33: 847-848. 
2000. Lestes malabaricus , Tsuda, A distributional list of World Odonata , 

p. 62 . 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Chandigarh, Kerala. 

Elsewhere : Sri Lanka. 

Habits and Habitat: Makes short flight among bushes and rarely flies 
above a meter. Perches on dry twigs with open wings, and slowly wags 
its tail. It breeds in tanks, ponds and common along the edges of 
paddy fields. 
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6. Lestes nodalis Selys, 1891 

1891. Lestes nodalis Selys, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova , (2) 10 (30): 496-497. 
Distribution: India: Assam, Bihar, Kerala, Manipur, Odisha. 

Elsewhere : China, Hong Kong, Myanmar, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: It breeds in shallow marshes. 



Lestes nodalis 
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7. Lestespatricia Fraser, 1924 

1924. Lestes patricia Fraser, Rec. Ind. Museum , 26: 486. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found hanging in bushes near ponds. 
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8. Lestespraemorsus Hagen in Selys, 1862 

1862. Lestes praemorsa Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 13: 320. 

1984. Lestes praemorsus , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: A 
systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 1: 32. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Goa, Madhya Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found in ponds, marshes and lakes. 
Usually found perched with open wings on aquatic vegetation. It breeds 
among aquatic vegetation in marshes, ponds and lakes. 


Lestes praemorsus 
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9. Lestes umbrinus Selys, 1891 


1891. Lestes umbrina Selys, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova , (2) 10 (30): 497-498. 
2000. Lestes umbrinus , Tsuda, A distributional list of World Odonata , p. 64. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, 
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, China, Iran, Myanmar. 

Habits and Habitat: Found among long dried grasses in the banks of 
streams. It breeds in well vegetated ponds and marshes. 
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10. Lestes viridulus Rambur, 1842 

1842. Lestes viridula Rambur, Ins. Nevrop ., p. 252-253. 

1890. Lestes viridulus Kirby, Syn. Cat. Neur. Odon ., p. 163. 

Distribution: India: Bihar, Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: This damselfly is commonly found in dry season 
among long grasses and dry vegetation in dense forests. 



Lestes viridulus 
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Indosticta Bedjanic, 2016 
11. Indosticta deccanensis (Laidlaw, 1915) 

1915. Platysticta maculata deccanensis Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 11: 388. 
1917. Platysticta deccanensis , Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 13: 340. 

2016. Indosticta deccanensis , Bedjanic, Zootaxa , 4182(1): 77-80. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This rare damselfly is found in Myristica swamps and 
streams with dense riparian vegetation. It breeds in hill streams. 


3 
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Protosticta Selys, 1885 
12. Protosticta antelopoides Fraser, 1931 


1931. Protosticta antelopoides Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus 33: 467-468. 

Distribution: India: Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is confined to hill streams with dense 
vegetation and breed there. 
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13. Protosticta davenporti Fraser, 1931 

1931. Protosticta davenporti Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc ., 35: 70-71. 
Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is very local and not found everywhere 
in its range. It breeds in hill streams with dense vegetation. 
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14. Protosticta gravelyi Laidlaw, 1915 

1915. Protosticta gravelyi Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 9: 389-390. 

1923. Protosticta stevensi Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 7-8. 

1924. Protosticta mortoni Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 26: 500-501. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Occurs in heavily shaded hill streams and found 
among rocks and ferns in streams. It flies in short jerks holding the 
abdomen rigid and horizontal. It breeds in heavily shaded hill streams. 
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15. Protosticta hearseyi Fraser, 1922 


1922. Protosticta hearseyi Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 5-6. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 


Habits and Habitat: This damselfly is found in streams with dense riparian 
vegetation and breed there. 
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16. Protosticta monticola Emiliyamma and Palot, 2016 


2016. Protosticta monticola Emiliyamma and Palot,/. Threatened Taxa , 8 
(14): 9648-9652. 

Distribution: India: Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: The males were found in shaded undergrowth of 
shola forest away from the forest streams. 
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17. Protostictaponmudiensis Kiran, Kalesh and Kunte, 2015 

2015. Protosticta ponmudiensis Kiran et al.Threatened Taxa, 7 (5): 7146-7151. 
Distribution: India: Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species found close to slow flowing hill streams 
and brooks perched on overhanging vegetation. 
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18. Protosticta rufostigma Kimmins, 1958 

1958. Protosticta rufostigma Kimmins, Bull. British Mus. nat. Hist. (Ent.), 
7 (7): 349-350. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: The species is only known from type locality and 
likely to occur in the hill streams with good riparian forest cover in 
Aghastyamalai hills. 
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19. Protosticta sanguinostigma Fraser, 1922 

1922. Protosticta sanguinostigma Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 6-7. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This damselfly is found in streams with dense 
riparian vegetation. This species is very local and not found everywhere in 
its range. It breeds in hill streams. 
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Neurobasis Selys, 1853 
20. Neurobasis chinensis (Linnaeus, 1758) 

1758. Libellula chinensis Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., 1: 545. 

1776. Agrion nobilitata Fabricius, Gen. Ins., p. 248. 

1829. Agrion chinensis Guerin, Icon. R. Anim., Ins., 382. 

1842. Calopteryx chinensis Rambur, Ins. Nevrop., p. 226. 

1890. Neurobasis chinensis, Kirby, Syn. Cat. Odon., p. 102. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Manipur, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Lao 
Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Common in hill streams up to an attitude of 2250m. 
This hill stream breeding species is usually found perched on emergent 
boulders and fallen logs in midstream. 
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Vestalis Selys, 1853 
21. Vestalis apicalis Selys, 1873 

1873. Vestalis apicalis Selys, Bull Acad. Belg. (2) 36: 612. 

1934. Vestalis apicalis apicalis, Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odonata , 2: 128-130. 
2011. Vestalis apicalis, Hamalainen, Notulae Odonatologicae , 7 (8): 71-73. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Goa, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Pondicherry (Mahe), Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found along forested hill streams and 
rivers. Large numbers usually rest among bushes in shaded forest paths. It 
breeds in forest streams. 
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22. Vestalis gracilis (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Calopteryxgracilis Rambur, Ins. Nevrop ., 224. 

1853. Vestalis gracilis Selys, Syn. Cal., 26. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, 
Tripura, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bhutan, Cambodia, Lao People s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found along hill streams. Large numbers 
usually rest among bushes in shaded forest paths. It breeds in forest 
streams. 
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23. Vestalis submontana Fraser, 1934 
1929. Vestalis apicalis amaena Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 33: 584. 
1934. Vestalis gracilis montana Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odonata , 2: 128. 
1934. Vestalis apicalis submontana Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odonata , 2: 130. 
2011. Vestalis submontana, Hamalainen, Notulae Odonatologicae , 7 (8): 71-73. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found along grassy borders of forested hill streams 
and rivers. It breeds in forest streams. 
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Calocypha Fraser, 1928 
24. Calocypha laidlawi (Fraser, 1924) 

1924. Rhinocypha laidlawi Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 482-483. 

1928. Calocypha laidlawi Fraser,/ Bombay nat. Hist . Soc., 32: 457-458. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This rare and beautiful damselfly is closely associated 
with Myristica swamps. It breeds in streams flowing through the Myristica 
swamps. 
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Heliocypha Fraser, 1949 

25. Heliocypha bisignata (Hagen in Selys, 1853) 

1853. Rhinocypha bisignata Selys, Syn. Cal., p. 62. 

1984. Heliocypha bisignata , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: 
A systematic list of the extant species ofOdonata , 1:16. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Very common in hill streams. Males are very conspicuous 
and hovering streams and frequently sit on boulders and twigs. It breeds 
in hill streams. 
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Libellago Selys, 1840 
26. Libellago indica (Fraser, 1928) 

1928. Micromerus lineatus indica Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 32: 
686-687. 

1934. Libellago lineata indica Fraser, Fauna Brit. India Odonata, 2: 63-65. 
2002. Libellago indica , Hamalainen, Odonatologica , 31(4) :357. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Confined to hill streams and rivers of forested landscapes. 
Frequently sits in emergent water plants and overhanging bushes. It breeds in 
hill streams and rivers. 
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Dysphaea Selys, 1853 
27. Dysphaea ethela Fraser, 1924 

1924. Dysphaea ethela Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 480-482. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in torrential hill streams from 300 to 1000m. 
This rare damselfly usually sits in the middle of streams on boulders or 
emerging twigs. If disturbed, flies high up to riparian trees. 
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Euphaea Selys, 1840 
28. Euphaea cardinalis (Fraser, 1924) 

1924. Pseudophaea cardinalis Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 512-513. 

1929. Indophaea cardinalis, Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 33: 295-296. 
2000. Euphaea cardinalis, Tsuda, A distributional list of World Odonata , p. 81. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found perched on boulders and riparian 
vegetation of second order streams. It breeds in hill streams. 

Remarks: Distribution record from Assam is doubtful (Mitra, 2002). 
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29. Euphaea dispar Rambur, 1842 

1842. Euphaea dispar Rambur, Hist. nat. Ins. Neuropt ., p. 230. 

1890. Pseudophaea dispar, Kirby, Syn. Cat. Neur. Odon. , p. 109. 

1929. Indophaea dispar, Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 33: 294-295. 
2000. Euphaea dispar, Tsuda, A distributional list of World Odonata , p. 81. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in streams flowing through evergreen 
forests. Males perch on boulders and dry twigs near streams. They fly up 
to riparian trees when disturbed. It breeds in streams flowing through 
evergreen forest. 
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30. Euphaea fraseri (Laidlaw, 1920) 

1920. Pseudophaea fraseri Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus ., 21: 23-27. 

1929. Indophaea fraseri Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc ., 33: 296-298. 
2000. Euphaea fraseri , Tsuda, A distributional list of World Odonata , p. 81. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Common in hill streams from about 90 to 1000m. 
Males are very common and can be seen using same perch for days together 
and breeds in hill streams. 



Euphaea fraseri 
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Caconeura Kirby, 1890 
31. Caconeura gomphoides { Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Argia gomphoides Rambur, Hist. nat. Ins. Neuropt. , p. 256. 

1860. Alloneura gomphoides, Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. (2) 10: 448. 

1886. Disparoneura gomphoides, Selys, Mem. Cour., 38: 171. 

1917. Indoneura gomphoides, Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 13: 347-348. 
1984. Caconeura gomphoides, Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: 
A systematic list of the extant species ofOdonata , 1: 108. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This damselfly is confined to the grassy uplands 
above 2000m. Gregarious in habits; found clinging to ferns on the banks 
of small upland streams covered with grasses. It breeds in the small streams. 
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32. Caconeura ramburi (Fraser, 1922) 

1922. Indoneum ramburi Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 2-3. 

1984. Caconeura ramburi, Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: A 
systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 1: 108. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil 
Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is very common and usually found perched 
on riparian vegetation along shaded streams. It breeds in hill streams. 
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33. Caconeura risi (Fraser, 1931) 

1931. Indoneum risi Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 33: 469-471. 

1984. Caconeura risi , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: A 
systematic list of the extant species ofOdonata, 1: 108. 

Distribution: India: Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is usually found perched on riparian 
vegetation along streams. It breeds in hill streams. 
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34. Caconeura t-coerulea (Fraser, 1933) 


1933. Indoneura t-coerulea Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odonata , 1: 256. 
1984. Caconeura t-coerulea , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: 
A systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 1: 108. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in hill streams at lower altitude. 
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Copera Kirby, 1890 

35. Copera marginipes (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Platycnemis marginipes Rambur, Ins. Nevrop. , p. 240. 

1890. Copera marginipes , Kirby, Syn. Cat. Neur. Odon ., p. 129. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Assam, Chhattisgarh, 
Delhi, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Pondicherry, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Lao People s Democratic 
Republic, Macao, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province 
of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is very common and usually found along 
shady ponds, puddles, canals and slow flowing streams and flies very close 
to the ground. It breeds in shallow water collections, such as rainwater 
puddles and backwater of streams. 
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36. Copera vittata (Selys, 1863) 


1863. Psilocnemis vittata Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 16: 170. 

1863. Psilocnemis serapica Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 16: 171. 

1890. Copera vittata Kirby, Syn. Cat. Neur. Odon ., p. 129. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Manipur, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Lao Peoples Democratic 
Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found along shady ponds, puddles, 
brooks and streams in swampy forest and flies very close to the ground. 
It breeds in shallow water collections, such as rainwater puddles and 
backwater of streams. 
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Disparoneura Sc\ys , 1860 
37. Disparoneura apicalis (Fraser, 1924) 

1924. Chloroneura apicalis Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 501-503. 

1984. Disparoneura apicalis, Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: 
A systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 1: 109. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found only in two localities in the 
tributaries of river Cauvery in Karnataka and Kerala. 
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38. Disparoneura quadrimaculata (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Argia quadrimaculata Rambur, Hist. nat. Ins. Neuropt. , p. 255. 
1860. Disparoneura quadrimaculata. , Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. (2) 10: 446. 
1917. Chloroneura quadrimaculata. , Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus. , 13: 344. 
1984. Disparoneura quadrimaculata , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of 
the World: A systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 1: 109. 

Distribution: India: Chattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found along streams and rivers. 
Usually perches on emergent boulders and aquatic plants. It breeds in hill 
streams and rivers. 
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Elattoneura Cowley, 1935 
39. Elattoneura nigerrima (Laidlaw, 1917) 

1917. Disparoneura nigerrima Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus ., 13: 346-347. 
1984. Elattoneura nigerrima, Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: 
A systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 1: 110. 

Distribution: India: Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found on the banks of streams and 
rivulets settled on the riparian vegetation. 
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40. Elattoneura souteri (Fraser, 1924) 

1924. Disparoneura souteri Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 521-522. 

1966. Elattoneura souteri, Kimmins, Bull Brit. Mus. nat. Hist. (Ent.), 18: 214. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found on the banks of submontane 
streams, hiding in shaded riparian vegetation. 
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41. Elattoneura tetrica (Laidlaw, 1917) 

1917. Disparoneura tetrica Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 13: 345-346. 

1984. Elattoneura tetrica, , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: A 
systematic list of the extant species of Odonata , 1: 111. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka. 

Habits and Habitat: This damselfly is closely associated with streams and 
large lakes and breeds there. 
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Esme Fraser, 1922 
42. Esme cyaneovittata Fraser, 1922 

1922. Esme cyaneovittata Fraser, Mem. Dept. Agric. India: (Ent.), 7: 45- 46. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is commonly found in colonies around 
streams with riparian vegetation. 



Esme cyaneovittata 
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43. Esme longistyla Fraser, 1931 

1931. Esme longistyla Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 33: 471-472. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in shaded forest streams and 
perches on overhanging vegetation. 
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44. Esme mudiensis Fraser, 1931 

1931. Esme mudiensis Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 33: 472-473. 

Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This damselfly is usually found in streams perched 
on riparian vegetation and breeds in hill streams. 
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Melanoneura Fraser, 1922 
45. Melanoneura bilineata Fraser, 1922 

1922. Melanoneura bilineata Fraser, Mem. Dept. Agric. India: (Ent.), 7: 55. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: A rare monotypic species confined to hill streams 
with good riparian forest cover. 
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Onychargia Selys, 1865 
46. Onychargia atrocyana Selys, 1865 

1865. Onychargia atrocyana Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ., (2) 20: 416. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Manipur, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan 
(Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in ponds and marshes surrounded by forests 
and breeds there. 
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Phylloneura Fraser, 1922 
47. Phylloneura westermanni (Selys, 1860) 

1860. Alloneura westermanni Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. (2) 10: 447. 

1886. Disparoneura westermanni , Selys, Mem. Cour :, 38: 171. 

1922. Phylloneura westermanni , Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus. , 24: 3-4. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in shaded mountain streams and associated 
Myristica (Nutmeg) swamps. Perches on overhanging plants and it breeds 
in streams and Myristica swamps. 


Phylloneura westermanni 
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Prodasineura Cowley, 1934 
48. Prodasineura verticalis (Selys, 1860) 

1860. Alloneura verticalis Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 10: 453. 

1886. Disparoneura verticalis Selys, Mem. Cour\, 38: 176. 

1933. Caconeura verticalis verticalis , Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odon., 1: 
213-214. 

2000. Prodasineura verticalis verticalis, Tsuda, A Distributional list of World 
Odonata, p. 16. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Maharashtra, Mizoram, Odisha, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere: Brunei Darussalam, China, Indonesia, Lao Peoples Democratic 
Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Found along the banks of large ponds and rivers, 
usually sitting among emergent water plants. 



Prodasineura verticalis 


124 


$ P. Manoj 


Atlas of Odonata (Insecta) of the Western Ghats, India 


Zool. Surv. India 



125 





































































Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 


Pseudocopera Fraser, 1922 

49. Pseudocopera ciliata (Selys, 1863) 

1863. Psilocnemis ciliata Selys, Acad. Belg. , (2) 16: 173. 

1907. Copera ciliata. , Laidlaw, Fasc. Malayenses, Zool. 4 , Odon., 2: 8. 
2017. Pseudocopera ciliata. , Schorr & Paulson, World Odonata List, https:// 
www.pugetsound.edu 

Distribution: India: Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Remarks: Doubtful record from Maharashtra. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found in weedy ponds, lakes and similar 
habitats, and sometimes on slow flowing forest streams. 



Pseudocopera ciliata 
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Aciagrion Selys, 1891 

50. Aciagrion approximans krishna Fraser, 1921 

1921. Aciagrion hisopa race krishna Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 27: 543. 
1966. Aciagrion krishna, Kimmins, Bull Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist. (Ent.), 18: 199. 
2016. Aciagrion approximans krishna , Joshi et al ., Int. J. Odon., 19(1): 41-51 
Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found along streams and weedy ponds and 
breeds there. 



Aciagrion approximans krishna 
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51. Aciagrion occidentale Laidlaw, 1919 

1919. Aciagrion hisopa Selys race occidentalis Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus ., 
16 : 186. 

1923. Aciagrion occidentalism Fraser,/ Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 29: 749. 
1933. Aciagrion occidentale , Fraser, Fauna Brit. India, Odonata , 1: 335-337. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Nagaland, Odisha, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere : Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is commonly found near tanks, temporary 
pools and marshes. 
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52. Aciagrion pallidum Selys, 1891 

1891. Aciagrionpallidum Selys, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, (2) 10 (30): 512-513. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Sikkim, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West 
Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found in long dry grasslands and 
occasionaly found in wet areas and away from water. It lives in marshes 
and weedy margins of ponds, lakes and streams. 
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Agriocnemis Selys, 1877 
53. Agriocnemis femina (Brauer, 1868) 

1868 . Agrion (Ischnura) femina Brauer, Verb, zool-bot. Ges. Wein , 18: 554. 
1890. Agriocnemis femina, Kirby, Syn. Cat. Odon ., p. 158. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Assam, Manipur, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, China, 
Guam, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, 
Malaysia, Micronesia (Federated States of), Myanmar, Northern Mariana 
Islands, Palau, Philippines, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Taiwan 
(Province of China), Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly occurs in the well vegetated marshes, 
lakes and slow running rivers. It breeds in shallow weedy habitats of 
stagnant and slow flowing rivers. 



Agriocnemis femina 
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54. Agriocnemis keralensis Peters, 1981 

1981. Agriocnemis keralensis Peters, Dtsch.Ent. Z.N.F ., 28: 103-105. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in paddy fields, weedy ponds, 
backwaters and coastal marshes and breeds there. 



Agriocnemis keralensis 
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55. Agriocnemispieris Laidlaw, 1919 

1919. Agriocnemis pieris Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus ., 16: 179-180. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Bengal. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found in wet grasslands, especially among 
laterite outcrops. 



Agriocnemis pieris 
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56. Agriocnemispygmaea (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Agrion pygmaeum Rambur, Ins. Nevrop., p. 278. 

1933. Agriocnemis pygmaea , Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odon., 1: 398-401. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Dadra- 
Nagar-Haveli, Daman, Delhi, Diu, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Laccadive Islands, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), 
Japan, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Macao, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Seychelles, 
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), 
Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Common in marshes, ponds and sea shore. Flies very 
close to the ground and breeds in marshes and ponds. 
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57. Agriocnemis splendidissima Laidlaw, 1919 

1919. Agriocnemis splendidissima Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 16: 180-182. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, 
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Pakistan. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is closely associated with streams and lakes 
which have emergent aquatic vegetation. It breeds in streams and lakes. 



Agriocnemis splendidissima 
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Amphiallagma Kennedy, 1920 
58. Amphiallagmaparvum (Selys, 1876) 


1876. Enallagmaparvum Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 41: 537 
2017. Amphiallagma parvum. , Schorr and Paulson, World Odonata List. 
https://www.pugetsound.edu 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha, Punjab, 
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found among vegetation along the banks 
of ponds, lakes, and marshes. It breeds in weedy ponds and lakes. 



Amphiallagma parvum 
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Archibasis Kirby, 1890 
59. Archibasis oscillans (Selys, 1877) 

1877. Stenobasis oscillans Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 43: 108-109. 

1933. Archibasis mimetes praeclara, Fraser, Fauna Brit. India, Odon., 1 : 
310-312. 

1949. Archibasis oscillans, Lieftinck, Nova Guinea , 5 : 185. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala. 

Elsewhere: Indonesia, Lao People s Democratic Republic, Sri Lanka, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Males are found in swampy areas near slow moving 
water and females usually remain away from the water. 



Archibasis oscillans 
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Ceriagrion Selys, 1876 
60. Ceriagrion aurantiacum Fraser, 1924 
1924. Ceriagrion aurantiacum Fraser. Rec. Indian Mus., 16 : 492. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Remarks: Fraser (1933d) considered this taxa as a race of C. olivaceam. 
In the present study this taxa is considered as Species inquirenda as further 
detailed study is required to assess its taxonomic status. 
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61. Ceriagrion cerinorubellum (Brauer, 1865) 

1865. Agrion (. Pyrrhosoma ) cerinorubellum Brauer, Novara Exped. Zool. 1. 
Neur ., p. 59. 

1876. Ceriagrion cerinorubellum, , Selys, Bull Acad. Belg , (2) 42: 526. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Bihar, Goa, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao 
Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Common on the banks of ponds, marshy banks of rivers 
and canals and breeds there. Perch on dry twigs and vegetation over water. 



Ceriagrion cerinorubellum 
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62. Ceriagrion coromandelianum (Fabricius, 1798) 

1798. Agrion coromandelianum Fabricius, Ent. Syst. Suppl., 1: 287. 

1876. Ceriagrion coromandelianum , Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 42: 528. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 
Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, China, Lao People s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka. 

Habits and Habitat: Common along the banks of ponds, lakes, canals 
and rivers. Also found frequently far away from water bodies. It breeds 
in shallow water bodies with profuse growth of grass and other aquatic 
plants. 
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63. Ceriagrion olivaceum Laidlaw, 1914 

1914. Ceriagrion olivaceum Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 8: 345-346. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Cambodia, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Very common among vegetation along the banks of 
streams. It breeds in shaded streams. 



Ceriagrion olivaceum 
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64. Ceriagrion rubiae Laidlaw, 1916 

1916. Ceriagrion rubiae Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 12: 132-133. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Kerala, Karnataka, Nagaland. 

Elsewhere : Bhutan. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is usually found in marshes and weedy 
ponds. It breeds in marshes and ponds. 
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Ischnura Charpentier, 1840 
65. Ischnura aurora (Brauer, 1865) 


1865. Agrion aurora Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wein ., 15: 510. 

1933. Ischnura delicata , Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odon ., 1: 360-362. 
1965. Ischnura bhimtalensis Sahni, IndianJ. Ent ., 27:207-209 (synonymised 
by Hamalainen (1989). 

1984. Ischnura aurora , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World: A 
systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 1:70. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Pondicherry, Rajasthan, Sikkim, 
Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Cook Islands, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Guam, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Lao Peoples 
Democratic Republic, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), 
Myanmar, Nepal, New Caledonia, Northern Mariana Islands, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of 
China), Thailand, Tonga, Vanuatu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found among vegetation along the banks of ponds, 
lakes, canals, rivers and estuaries. It breeds in marshes on the banks of 
ponds, lakes, canals and rivers. 
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66. Ischnura nursei Morton, 1907 

1907. Ischnura nursei Morton, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond. pp. 306-307. 

1919. Rhodischnura nursei , Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus. , 16: 171, 177. 
2013. Ischnura nursei , Dijekstra et al., Systematic Entomology, 39: 68-96. 

Distribution: India: Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Gujarat, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Odisha, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Telangana, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Pakistan. 

Habits and Habitat: This damselfly is commonly found among vegetation 
along the banks of ponds, lakes and stagnant pools of rivers. 

Remarks: This species is so far not reported from current study area, but 
found in the eastern dry plains adjoining Western Ghats of Maharashtra. 
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67. Ischnura senegalensis (Rambur, 1842) 


1842. Agrion senegalensis. Rambur, Ins. Nevrop. p. 276. 

1933. Ischnura senegalensis, Fraser, Fauna Brit. India, Odon., 1: 348-351. 
1965. Agriocnemis nainitalensis Sahini, Indian J. Ent., 27: 206-207. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, 
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Brunei 
Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, China, 
Congo (The Democratic Republic of the), Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Lao 
Peoples Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Macao, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mayotte, Mozambique, 
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Myanmar, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Palestinian 
Territory (Occupied), Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Reunion, Rwanda, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, South 
Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Taiwan (Province 
of China), Tanzania (United Republic of), Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, 
Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, 
Western Sahara, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: Very common in marshes, ponds and wet grasslands. 
It breeds in marshes and ponds. 
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Mortonagrion Fraser, 1920 
68. Mortonagrion varalli Fraser, 1920 

1920. Mortonagrion varalli Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc ., 27: 148. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Kerala, Maharashtra. 

Habits and Habitat: Found among bushes close to marshes and breeds 
in marshes. 



Mortonagrion varalli 
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Paracercion Weeker & Dumont, 2004 
69. Paracercion calamorum (Ris, 1916) 


1916. Agrion calamorus Ris, Suppl. Ent., 5: 32. 

1919. Argiocnemis gravelyi Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 16: 451. 

1919. Argiocnemis dyeri Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 16: 451-452. 

1924. Coenagrion violacea Fraser, Mem. Dept. Agric. India: (Ent.), 8 (8): 84-85. 
1933. Coenagrion dyeri , Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odon., 1: 413-415. 
1984. Cercion calamorum dyeri, Lieftinck etal., Cat. Taiwanese Dragonflies, p. 23. 
2010. Paracercion calamorum dyeri, Mitra and Babu, Rec. zool. Surv. India, 
Occ. Paper, 315: 73-75. 

2017. Paracercion calamorum, Schorr and Paulson, World Odonata List. 
https://www.pugetsound.edu 

Distribution: India: Jharkhand, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea (Democratic 
Peoples Republic of), Korea (Republic of), Nepal, Russian Federation, 
Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Occurs among the vegetation along the sides of 
ponds and tanks and usually found perched there. This submontane 
species breeds in weedy ponds, lakes and other similar habitats. 
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Pseudagrion Selys, 1876 
70. Pseudagrion decorum (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Agrion decorum Rambur, Ins. Nevrop ., p. 258. 

1876. Pseudagrion decorum , Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ., (2) 42: 504. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Mizoram, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Sri Lanka. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found along lakes, marshes and slow 
moving marshy streams. It breeds in lakes and marshes. 
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71. Pseudagrion hypermelas Selys, 1876 

1876. Pseudagrion hypermelas Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 42: 519. 

1907. Pseudagrion bidentatum , Mortan, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond ', p. 307. 
1933. Pseudagrion hypermelas, Fraser, Fauna Brit. India, Odon., 1: 289-292. 

Distribution: India: Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Pakistan. 

Habits and Habitat: Frequently found along the grassy banks of lakes, 
ponds, small streams and canals and breeds there. 
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72. Pseudagrion indicum Fraser, 1924 

1924. Pseudagrion indicum Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 428, 495-497. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in pools associated with hill streams. Usually 
perches on dry twigs near streams. It breeds in marshes associated with 
hill streams. 
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73. Pseudagrion malabaricum Fraser, 1924 

1924. Pseudagrion malabaricum Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 26: 428, 494-495. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Myanmar, Sri Lanka. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is commonly occurs in ponds, lakes, 
paddy fields and marshes. It breeds in small lakes in submontane and 
montane areas. 



Pseudagrion malabaricum 
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74. Pseudagrion microcephalum (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Agrion microcephalum Rambur, Ins. Nevrop ., p. 259. 

1876. Pseudagrion microcephalum , Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ,., (2) 42: 504. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West 
Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, Japan, Lao Peoples 
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found and breeds in marshy banks of 
ponds, lakes, canals and rivers. 
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75. Pseudagrion rubriceps Selys, 1876 

1876. Pseudagrion rubriceps Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ., (2) 42: 510. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Frequents banks of large rivers and usually found 
perched on aquatic plants. 
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Anaciaeschna Selys, 1878 
76. Anaciaeschna donaldiVvzszr:, 1922 


1922. Anaciaeschna donaldi Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc ., 28: 482-483. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere : Nepal, Sri Lanka. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in montane lakes, ponds, 
swampy bogs, marshes and breeds there. 
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77 . Anaciaeschna jaspidea (Burmeister, 1839) 

1839. Aeshna jaspidea Burmeister, Handb. Ent 2: 840. 

1890. Anaciaeschna jaspidea, Kirby, Cat. Odon p. 86. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West 
Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bhutan, China, Cook Islands, Guam, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Japan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Micronesia 
(Federated States of), Nepal, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Samoa, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A crepuscular species, flies during dawn and dusk 
and frequently comes to light at night. This species is common in marshes 
surrounded woodland and breeds in marshes. 
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Anax Leach, 1815 

78. Anax ephippiger (Burmeister, 1839) 

1839. Aeschna ephippigera Burmeister, Handb. Ent., 2: 840. 

1866. Anax ephippigera , Brauer, Reise d. Novara ., Near., p. 63. 

1883. Hemianax ephippiger us, Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg., 5(3): 723. 

1890. Hemianax ephippiger, Kirby, Syn. Cat. Odon ., p. 85. 

1921. Anax ephippiger, Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 22: 87. 

1936. Hemianax ephippiger, Fraser, Fauna Brit. India, Odonata , 3: 147-149. 
2017. Anax ephippiger, Schorr and Paulson, World Odonata List, https:// 
www.pugetsound.edu 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Chattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Armenia, Bangladesh, Benin, 
Botswana, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Congo (The Democratic 
Republic of the), Cote d’Ivoire, Cyprus, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
France, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Gibraltar, Guinea-Bissau, Iran (Islamic 
Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Latvia, Lebanon, 



Anax ephippiger 
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Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, 
Malta, Mauritania, Monaco, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, 
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palestinian Territory (Occupied), Portugal, 
Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Seychelles, Slovakia, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tanzania (United Republic of), 
Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
Western Sahara, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: It occurs in ponds, lakes, marshes and temporary 
pools bordered with shallow aquatic vegetation. It breeds in shallow weedy 
tanks, ponds and marshes. 
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79. Anax guttatus (Burmeister, 1839) 

1839. Aeschna guttata Burmeister, Handb. Ent ., 2: 840. 

1867. Anax guttatus, Hagen, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien., 16 : 39. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere'. Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Cook 
Islands, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Lao Peoples Democratic 
Republic, Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), 
Myanmar, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Seychelles, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Timor-Leste, United 
States Minor Outlying Islands, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually perch on bare twigs and makes frequent 
sallies to catch insects such as small butterflies and dragonflies. This species 
is very common near marshes, ponds and big wells. It breeds in marshes. 
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80. Anax immaculifrons Rambur, 1842 

1842. Anax immaculifrons Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p.189. 

Distribution: India: Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Cyprus, Greece, Hong Kong, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkey, 
Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly frequents slow flowing hill streams 
and breeds there. Males guard a stretch of stream by continuously flying 
in its territory. 
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81. Anax indicus Lieftinck, 1942 

1942. Anax indicus Lieftinck, Treubia , 18 (3): 589. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka. 

Elsewhere : Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found along ponds and lakes. It breeds 
in ponds and lakes. 
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82. Anaxparthenope (Selys, 1839) 


1839. Aeshna (Anax)parthenope Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg, ., (2) 6: 389. 

1840. Anax parthenope Selys, Mon. Lib. Eur :, p. 119. 

Distribution: India: Himachal Pradesh, Assam, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Chad, China, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, France, Georgia, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Korea (Democratic Peoples 
Republic of), Korea (Republic of), Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, 
Libya, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia (the former Yugoslav Republic 
of), Malta, Moldova, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, 
Oman, Pakistan, Palestinian Territory (Occupied), Poland, Portugal, Qatar, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Taiwan (Province of China), Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Uzbekistan, Yemen. 

Habits and Habitat: A crepuscular species, flies during dawn and dusk and 
frequently hawking in the large reservoirs, lakes, tanks and intermittently 
flowing rivers. It breeds in lakes and tanks. 
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Gynacantha Rambur, 1842 
83. Gynacantha bayadera Selys, 1891 


1891. Gynacantha bayadera Se\ys,Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova , 30: 47. 
1920. Gynacantha millardi Fraser Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 27: 147. 


Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, 
Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, 


Elsewhere : China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, 
Singapore, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 


Habits and Habitat: A crepuscular dragonfly and frequents reed covered 
ponds and tanks and breeds there. 
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84. Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960 

1882. Gynacantha hyalina Selys, An. Soc. Espan, Hist. Nat., 11: 19. 

1960. Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, Mem. Soc. Ent. Ital., 38: 97-100. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Bihar, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Meghalaya, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Sri Lanka. 

Habits and Habitat: This crepuscular dragonfly is commonly found 
in weed covered ponds and tanks and breeds there. Commonly found 
hawking swarming mosquitoes during dawn and dusk and rests during 
day time in bushes. 
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85. Gynacantha rotundataNzy&s, 1930 

1930. Gynacantha rotundata Navas, Rev. Acad. Cienc. Zaragoza , 13: 29-31. 
Distribution: India: Maharashtra. 

Remarks: Speices described based on a female from Mumbai, Maharashtra. 
Exact type locality is unknown. In the present study this taxa is considered 
as Species inquirenda as further detailed study is required to assess its 
taxonomic status. 
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Acrogomphus Laidlaw, 1925 
86. Acrogomphus fraseri Laidlaw, 1925 

1925. Acrogomphus fraseri Laidlaw, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond ., pp. 441-443. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This rare dragonfly roosts in forest canopies. Males 
perch on dead twigs on tree tops. Females oviposit in streams covered 
with dense growth of riparian vegetation. 
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Asiagomphus Asahina, 1984 
87. Asiagomphus nilgiricus (Laidlaw, 1922) 

1922. Gomphus nilgiricus Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 397-398. 

2000. Asiagomphus nilgiricus , Tsuda, A Distributional list ofWorld Odonata , 

p. 91. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This rare dragonfly is confined to montane forest 
streams. Males perch on boulders in the middle of streams. They breed in 
montane forest streams covered with vegetation. 
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Burmagomphus Williamson, 1907 
88. Burmagomphus cauvericus Fraser, 1926 


1926. Burmagomphus cauvericus Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc ., 31: 413. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in montane forest streams and rivers and they 
breed there. 
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89. Burmagomphus laidlawi Fraser, 1924 

1924. Burmagomphus laidlawi Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 475-476. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in montane forest streams and rivers and they 
breed there. 
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90. Burmagomphuspyramidalis Laidlaw, 1922 

1922. Burmagomphus pyramidalis Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus., 34: 399-401. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species usually perch high on riparian vegetation 
along hill streams where they breed. 
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Cyclogomphus Selys, 1854 
91. Cyclogomphus heterostylus Selys, 1854 


1854. Cyclogomphus heterostyla Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg, ., 21(2): 62. 

1857. Cyclogomphus heterostylus, Selys, Mon. Gomph., p. 106. 

Distribution: India: Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in marshlands along the rivers and lakes 
where it breeds. 
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92. Cyclogomphus wilkinsi Fraser, 1926 

1926. Cyclogomphus wilkinsi Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 31: 161-162. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Maharashtra. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in marshlands along small 
streams. 
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93. Cyclogomphus ypsilon Selys, 1834 

1854. Cyclogomphus ypsilon Selys, Bull Acad. Belg ., 21(2): 62. 
Distribution: India: Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in marshlands along streams and lakes. It 
breeds in sluggish submontane streams or marshes. 
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Davidioides Fraser, 1924 
94. Davidioides martini Fraser, 1924 

1924. Davidioides martini Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus 26: 472-473. 

Distribution: India: Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in banks of montane forest 
streams. It breeds in hill streams. 

Remarks: Report of this species from Nepal requires further study 
(Asahina, 1995). 
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Gomphidia Selys, 1854 
95. Gomphidia fletcheri Fraser, 1923 


1923. Gomphidia fletcheri Fraser,/ Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 29: 669-670. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly is found in rocky mountain stream 
and breeds there. 
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96. Gomphidia kodaguensis Fraser, 1923 

1923. Gomphidia kodaguensis Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 29: 671-672. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in the streams and rivers of 
forested landscape in mountainous areas. It breeds in clean montane 
streams. 
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97. Gomphidia platyceps Fraser, 1953 


1953. Gomphidia platyceps Fraser, Proc. Roy. Ent. Soc. Lond 22: 189-190. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly is found in the streams and rivers of 
forested landscape. 
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98. Gomphidia t-nigrum Selys, 1854 


1854. Gomphidia t-nigrum Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. (2) 21: 86. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Assam, Himachal Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Odisha. 

Elsewhere : Nepal, Pakistan. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found perched on vegetation along the banks 
of sluggish rivers and patrols the borders of the lakes for long distance. It 
breeds in slow moving rivers. 



Gomphidia t-nigrum 
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Heliogomphus Laidlaw, 1922 
99. Heliogomphus kalarensis Fraser, 1934 

1933. Heliogomphus kalarensis Fraser, Ceylon J. Sci., B, 18: 29. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in hill streams. 
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100. Heliogomphuspromelas (Selys, 1873) 

1873. Gomphuspromelas Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. (2) 36: 498. 

1890. Aeshnapromelas Kirby, Syn. Cat. Neur. Odon ., p. 68. 

1907. Gomphus ? promelas , Williamson, Proc. U.S. nat. Mus ., 33: 305. 
1922. Heliogomphuspruinans Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 24: 416-417. 

1925. Heliogomphus promelas Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 30: 848-849. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil 
Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly is usually found in hill streams with 
good riparian forest cover. Frequently sits on ground along the forest path. 
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Ictinogomphus Cowley, 1934 
101. Ictinogomphus rapax (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Diastatomma rapax Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 169. 

1854. Ictinus rapax. , Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , 21 (2): 90. 

1983. Ictinogomphus rapax, Mitra, Afo/ 2 . Mag., 119: 30. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This species usually perches on a bare twig facing the 
water. Commonly found in ponds, tanks and rivers. It breeds in running 
and still water, more frequently in the latter. 



Ictinogomphus rapax 
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Macrogomphus Selys, 1857 
102. Macrogomphus annulatus (Selys, 1854) 

1854. Heterogomphus annulatus Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ., 21 (2): 28. 

1857. Macrogomphus annulatus , Selys, Gomph ., p. 92, 405. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu. 
Elsewhere : Sri Lanka. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually perch on riparian vegetation along streams 
and rivers where it breeds. 



Macrogomphus annulatus 
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103. Macrogomphus wynaadicus Fraser, 1924 

1924. Macrogomphus wynaadicus Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 471-472. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This rare species perch on dry twigs and some time 
found away from forest areas. It breeds in hill streams. 



Macrogomphus wynaadicus 
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Megalogomphus Campion, 1923 
104. Megalogomphus hannyngtoni (Fraser, 1923) 

1923. Heterogomphus hannyngtoni Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 29: 
674-676. 

1924. Megalogomphus hannyngtoni, Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 26: 478-479. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in forested mountain streams 
and patrol the banks. They usually perch on overhanging twigs and rarely 
on rocks in hill streams. It breeds in fast flowing hill streams. 
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105. Megalogomphus superbus Fraser, 1931 


1931. Megalogomphus superbus Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 33: 460-463. 
Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly perch on twigs and shrubs or boulders 
in hill streams. It breeds in fast flowing forested hill streams. 
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Merogomphus Martin, 1904 
106. Merogomphus longistigma (Fraser, 1922) 

1922. Indogomphus longistigma Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 422-424. 
1930. Merogomphus longistigma , Laidlaw, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond ., 78: 185. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This large species frequents montane streams and 
breed there. 



Merogomphus longistigma 


235 


$ K.A. Subramanian $ Dattaprasad Sawant 




Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 



236 





















































































Atlas of Odonata (Insecta) of the Western Ghats, India 


Zool. Surv. India 


107. Merogomphus tamaracherriensis Fraser, 1931 

1931. Merogomphus longistigma race tamaracherriensis Fraser, Rec. Indian 
Mus ., 33: 460. 

1953. Merogomphus tamaracherriensis , Fraser, Proc. R. ent. Soc. London , 
22: 191. 

Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in hill streams. 



Merogomphus tamaracherriensis 
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Microgomphus Selys, 1858 
108. Microgomphus souteri Fraser, 1924 

1924. Microgomphus torquatus souteri Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 474. 

1925. Microgomphus souteri, Fraser,/ Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 30: 853-854. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species sits on stones or rocks in the streams 
and also perches on riparian vegetation. It breeds in mountain streams 
and rivers. 



Microgomphus souteri 
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109. Microgomphus torquatus (Selys, 1854) 

1854. Cyclogomphus torquatus Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ., 21 (2): 63. 

1922. Microgomphus torquatus , Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 380-383. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Maharashtra. 

Habits and Habitat: This species perches on the rocks or boulders in the 
streams, canals and rivers. It breeds in streams and rivers. 



Microgomphus torquatus 
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110. Microgomphus verticalis (Selys, 1873) 

1873. Cyclogomphus verticalis Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , 36 (2): 501. 

1925. Microgomphus verticalis , Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 30: 857. 

Distribution: India: Maharashtra. 

Habits and Habitat: Unknown. 

Remarks: Exact type locality is unknown. Fraser (19190 reported larvae 
of this species form Pune, Maharashtra. Male is unknown and Selys 
(1873) described the species based on female specimen from “India”. 
It is intriguing how Fraser reported the larva of this species. Hence in 
the present study this taxa is considered as Species inquirenda as further 
detailed study is required to assess its taxonomic status. 
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Onychogomphus Selys, 1854 
111. Onychogomphus acinaces Laidlaw, 1922 

1922. Onychogomphus acinaces Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 407-408. 
1924. Lamelligomphus acinaces, Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 29: 988-990. 
1985. Onychogomphus acinaces, Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of the 
World: A systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 2: 42. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species perches on twigs or boulders in shaded 
hill streams and breeds there. 



Onychogomphus acinaces 


244 


$ Parag Rangnekai 



Atlas of Odonata (Insecta) of the Western Ghats, India 


Zool. Surv. India 



245 


















































































































































Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 


112. Onychogomphus malabarensis (Fraser, 1924) 

1924. Lamelligomphus malabarensis Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 29: 
990-991. 

1985. Onychogomphus malabarensis , Davies & Tobin, The Dragonflies of 
the World: A systematic list of the extant species ofOdonata, 2: 42. 

Distribution: India: Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: Unknown. 
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113. Onychogomphus nilgiriensis Fraser, 1922 

1922. Onychogomphus biforceps nilgiriensis Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 24: 
425-426. 

1923. Lamellogomphus biforceps nilgiriensis , Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. 
Soc., 29: 65, 332. 

1924. Lamellogomphus nilgiriensis , Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 29: 
986-988. 

1985. Onychogomphus nilgiriensis , Davies and Tobin, Dragonflies of 
the World : At Systematic list of the extant species of Odonata, 2: 44. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found perched on riparian vegetation and 
boulders of second and third order streams and rivers. Frequently sits on 
boulders of streams and breeds in streams and rivers. 



Onychogomphus nilgiriensis 
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114. Onychogomphus striatus Fraser, 1924 


1924. Onychogomphus striatus Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc 29: 1001. 
Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere : Nepal. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in forested streams and breeds there. 
Remarks: Report from Nepal requires further studies. 
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Paragomphus Cowley, 1934 
115. Paragomphus lineatus (Selys, 1850) 

1850. Gomphus lineatus Selys, Rev. Odon ., p. 386. 

1854. Onychogomphus lineatus , Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , 21(2): 36. 

1924. Mesogomphus lineatus , Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 427, 477. 

1985. Paragomphus lineatus , Davies and Tobin, 7A? Dragonflies of the 
World : A Systematic list of the extant species ofOdonata, 2: 47. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Sikkim, 
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Bhutan, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Nepal, 
Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found near streams, rivers, ponds and 
lakes. Occassionally found far away from wetlands. It breeds in streams, 
rivers, ponds and lakes. 
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Geographic Distribution of 
Odonata of the Western 
Ghats 



Suborder: Anisoptera Selys, 1854 
Family : Chlorogomphidae Needham, 1903 
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Chlorogomphus Selys, 1854 
116. Chlorogomphus brittoi Navas 1934 

1934. Chlorogomphus brittoi Navas, Rev. Acad. Cienc. Zaragoza , 17: 29-33. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Unknown. 

Remarks: Species described based on specimen from Shenbaganur, 
Kodaikanal, Tamil Nadu. However, nothing is known about this species 
after the description. Hence this species considered as “Species inquirenda\ 
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117. Chlorogomphus campioni (Fraser, 1924) 

1924. Orogomphus campioni Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 467-469. 

1931. Chlorogomphus campioni , Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 33: 447, 457. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Confined to high altitude forests. Usually soars 
above forest canopies descending occasionally to forest clearings. It breeds 
in torrential streams. 



Chlorogomphus campioni 
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118. Chlorogomphus xanthoptera ( Fraser, 1919) 

1919. Orogomphus xanthoptera Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 26: 874-875. 
1924. Chlorogompbus xanthoptera, Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 26: 427, 469. 
Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Confined to high altitude forests. Usually soars above 
forest canopies and occasionally it descends and flies slowly few feet above 
the ground. It breeds in torrential mountain streams. 
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Geographic Distribution of 
Odonata of the Western 
Ghats r" 



Suborder: Anisoptera Selys, 1854 
Family : Synthemistidae Tillyard, 1917 









Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 


Idionyx Hagen, 1867 
119. Idionyx corona Fraser, 1921 


1921. Idionyx corona Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 27: 690-691. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in torrential mountain streams in evergreen 
forests. It breeds in montane streams. 



Idionyx corona 
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120. Idionyx galeata Fraser, 1924 

1924. Idionyx galeata Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 26: 517- 519. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found flying over torrent streams and open 
forest patches on mountain tops. They fly in short circles close to ground 
during early mornings and late evenings. It breeds in streams. 



Idionyx galeata 
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121. Idionyx gomantakensis Subramanian, 
Rangnaker and Nayak, 2013 

2013. Idionyx gomantakensis Subramanian et al., Zootaxa, 3652(2): 277-288. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: This species found in riparian evergreen forests. It 
breeds in hill streams. 



Idionyx gomantakensis 
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122. Idionyx minima Fraser, 1931 

1931. Idionyx minima Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 33: 453-455. 

Distribution: India: Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: Found flying near the evergreen forests. It breeds in 
torrential hill streams. 



Idionyx minima 
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123. Idionyx nadganiensis Fraser, 1924 

1924. Idionyx nadganiensis Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 460. 
Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This rare dragonfly is found in evergreen forests. It 
breeds in mountain streams. 
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124. Idionyx nilgiriensis (Fraser, 1918) 

1918. Phyllomacromia nilgiriensis Fraser, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc 25: 383-384. 
1924. Idionyx nilgiriensis , Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 460-461. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Occurs in very close to riparian undergrowth and 
breeds in submontane streams. 
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125. Idionyxperiyashola Fraser, 1939 

1939. Idionyx periyashola Fraser, Proc. Roy Ent. Soc. London , (B) 8: 93-94. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in high altitude evergreen forests. It breeds in 
forested mountain streams. 
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126. Idionyx rhinoceroides Fraser, 1934 

1934. Idionyx rhinoceroides Fraser,/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 37: 565. 
Distribution: India: Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: Occurs in riparian forests and breeds in torrential 
hill streams. 
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127. Idionyx saffronata Fraser, 1924 

1924. Idionyx saffronata Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 458-460. 
Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found flying over torrential streams and 
grass lands in the hill tops. It breeds in torrential mountain streams. 
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128. Idionyx travancorensis Fraser, 1931 

1931. Idionyx travancorensis Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 33: 455- 456. 
Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found flying over hill streams and open patches in 
montane areas. It breeds in hill streams. 


SECONDARY GENETALIA 



Idionyx travancorensis 
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Macromidia Martin, 1907 
129. Macromidia donaldi (Fraser, 1924) 

1924. Indomacromia donaldi Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 515- 516. 
1931. Macromidia donaldi , Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 33: 447, 456. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha. 
Elsewhere : Sri Lanka. 

Habits and Habitat: This rare crepuscular dragonfly found only on 
cloudy days and hides in riparian vegetation in montane areas. It breeds 
in mountain streams and rivers. 



Macromidia donaldi 
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Geographic Distribution 
Odonata of the Western 
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Family : Macromiidae Needham, 1903 
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Epophthalmia Burmeister, 1839 
130. Epophthalmia frontalis Selys, 1871 


1871. Epophthalmia frontalis Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg. , (2) 31: 530. 

1924. Macromia binocellata Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus., 26: 451-452. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu. 
Elsewhere : Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Adults are found away from the water bodies. It 
breeds in weedy tanks and ponds. 
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131. Epophthalmia vittata Burmeister, 1839 


1839. Epophthalmia vittata Burmeister, Handb. Ent ., 2: 845. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Goa, Jharkhand, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttarakhand, Tamil 
Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found in open spaces away from the breeding 
habitats. It breeds in weedy ponds, tanks and deep pools of hill streams. 
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Macromia Rambur, 1842 
132. Macromia annaimalaiensis Fraser, 1931 

1931. Macromia annaimalaiensis Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 33: 452- 453. 
Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Confined to high altitude and found patrolling the 
rivers. It breeds in hill streams. 
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133. Macromia bellicosa Fraser, 1924 

1924. Macromia bellicosa Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 453- 454. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in forested landscape of mountain area and 
breeds in submontane streams. 
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134. Macromia cingulata Rambur, 1842 

1842. Macromia cingulata Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 137. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Habits and Habitat: The species is usually found hawking over shallow 
streams and breeds in rivers. 
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135. Macromia ellisoni Fraser, 1924 

1924. Macromia ellisoni Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 457- 458. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found flying over torrent streams and 
waterfalls flowing through evergreen forests. Extremely fast dragonfly and 
breeds in streams. 



Macromia ellisoni 
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136. Macromia flavicincta Selys, 1874 

1874. Macromia flavicincta Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ., (2) 37: 25. 
Distribution: India: Maharashtra, West Bengal. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly species found in among bushes 
bordering the canals and breeds there. 
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137. Macromia flavocolorata Fraser, 1922 


1922. Macromia flavocolorata Fraser,/ Bombay nat. Hist. Soc ., 28: 702. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : China, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This species usually found hawking over shallow 
streams and breeds there. 
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138. Macromia ida Fraser, 1924 

1924. Macromia ida Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 449- 450. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species usually found hawking over shallow 
streams and breeds there. 



Macromia ida 
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139. Macromia indica Fraser, 1924 

1924. Macromia indica Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 448-449. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: This species usually patrols for a long distance along 
the banks of rivers. Always found very close to the vicinity of water and 
breeds in rivers. 
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140. Macromia irata Fraser, 1924 

1924. Macromia irata Fraser, Rec. Indian Mus ., 26: 454- 455. 
Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found soaring over forest roads or open areas 
in the vicinity of hill streams and breeds there. 
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Family : Corduliidae Selys, 1850 









Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 


Hemicordulia Selys, 1870 
141. Hemicordulia asiatica Selys, 1878 

1878. Hemicordulia asiatica Selys, Bull. Acad. Belg ,., (2) 45: 186. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Meghalaya, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Myanmar. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found along the banks of lakes, open 
roads and open patches on the hill sides. It breeds in montane lakes and 
deep stagnant pools of hill streams. 


Hemicordulia asiatica 



298 


S AsishTipL 




Atlas of Odonata (Insecta) of the Western Ghats, India 


Zool. Surv. India 



299 













































































































































































Hill^Sjbr(e.am^I^llmris»l^amllBSr3Slul 



Geographic Distribution of 
Odonata of the Western 
Ghats c~ 


Suborder : Anisoptera Selys, 1854 
Family : Libellulidae Leach, 1815 
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Acisoma Rambur, 1842 
142. Acisoma panorpoides Rambur, 1842 

1842. Acisoma panorpoides Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 28. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Chad, China, 
Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, South Africa, 
Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Taiwan (Province of China), Tanzania (United 
Republic of), Thailand, Togo, Uganda, Viet Nam, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found among reeds in ponds, tanks, 
paddy fields and river pools. This species has a very weak and short flight. 
Breeds in marshes associated with tanks and ponds. 


Acisoma panorpoides 
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Aethriamanta Kirby, 1889 
143. Aethriamanta brevipennis (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula brevipennis Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 114. 

1868. Diplacina brevipennis , Brauer, Verb. zool. - bot. Ges. Wien , 18: 733. 
1889. Aethriamanta brevipennis , Kirby, Trans. Zool. Soc. Lond., 1 : 283. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Goa, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Indonesia, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in weed covered ponds, tanks, paddy fields 
and ditches. It breeds in weed covered ponds and tanks. 



Aethriamanta brevipennis 
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Brachydiplax Brauer, 1868 
144. Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, 1868 

1868. Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, Verb, zool.- bot. Ges. Wien , 18: 173, 725. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Assam, Kerala, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Japan, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Singapore, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found in marshes, ponds and rivers. It 
breeds in marshes and other similar habitats. 
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145. Brachydiplax sobrina (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula sobrina Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p.l 14. 

1893. Brachydiplax sobrina, Kirby, J. Linn. Soc. Zool ., 24: 551. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil 
Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found in marshes, ponds and rivers. It 
breeds in marshes and other similar habitats. 
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Brachythemis Brauer, 1868 
146. Brachythemis contaminata (Fabricius, 1793) 

1793. Libellula contaminata Fabricius, Ent. Syst., 2: 382. 

1868. Brachythemis contaminata, Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien., 18: 736. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Pondicherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 
Lao People s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A dragonfly of polluted waters. This species is very 
common along lakes, sewage canals, tanks, ponds and ditches. Flies very 
close to the ground and perches on aquatic weeds. It breeds in ponds, 
marshes and tanks. 



Brachythemis contaminata 
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Bradinopyga Kirby, 1893 
147. Bradinopyga geminata (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula geminata Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 90. 

1868. Trithemisgeminata, Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien , 18: 736. 
1911. Bradinopyga geminata, Ris, Cat. Coll. Selys , fasc., 13: 545, 548. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, 
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 
Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Sri Lanka, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is usually seen perched on stone walls, 
boulders etc. It easily merges with such perching sites because of its 
coloration, extremely alert species. Commonly found near rock pools and 
other similar small water collections. It is common in the urban areas and 
breeds in overhead tanks, garden pools, rock pools etc. 


Bradinopyga geminata 
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Cratilla Kirby, 1900 
148. Cratilla lineata (Brauer, 1878) 

1878. Orthemis lineata Brauer, Sitzungsber. Akad. Wien., 70: 9. 

1903. Cratilla lineata, , Forster, Ann. Mus. Hungar ., p. 537. 

1903. Cratilla calverti Forster, Ann. Mus. Hungar ., p. 537. 

1953. Cratilla lineate calverti, Lieftinck, Verb. Naturf. Ges. Basel\ 64: 201. 
2017. Cratilla lineata, , Schorr and Paulson, World Odonata List, https:// 
www.pugetsound.edu 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Manipur, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Large numbers of these dragonflies can be seen 
perched on forest understory. Sunlit forest paths and canopy gaps are 
preferred locations for this species. Breeds in marshes associated with hill 
streams. 
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Crocothemis Brauer, 1868 
149. Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1770) 


1770. Libellula servilia Drury, III. Exotic Ins., 1: 112-113. 

1868. Crocothemis servilia Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wein., 18: 737. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Armenia, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea 
(Democratic Peoples Republic of), Korea (Republic of), Kuwait, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic, Taiwan (Province of China), 
Thailand, Turkey, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: One of the commonest red dragonflies, frequently 
found in ponds, puddles, rivers, bigwells, tanks, lakes, ditches and paddy 
feilds. This dragonfly perches on aquatic weeds and chases any passing 
dragonflies. Breeds in marshes associated with ponds, rivers, lakes and tanks. 
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Diplacodes Kirby, 1889 
150. Diplacodes lefebvrii (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula lefebvrei Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 112. 

1890. Diplacodes lefebvrei Kirby, Cat. Odon., p. 42. 

2000. Diplacodes lefebvrii Tsuda, A Distributional list ofWorld Odonata, p. 153. 

Distribution: India: Chandigarh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan, Telangana, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Chad, Comoros, Congo (The Republic of the), Congo (The 
Democratic Republic of the), Cote d’Ivoire, Cyprus, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea- 
Bissau, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mayotte, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, 
Palestinian Territory (Occupied), Portugal, Qatar, Reunion, Rwanda, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Tajikistan, Tanzania (United Republic of), Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in marshes and weedy ponds. It breeds in 
marshes and other similar habitats. 


Diplacodes lefebvrii 



318 


S David Raji 



Atlas of Odonata (Insecta) of the Western Ghats, India 


Zool. Surv. India 



319 

















































































































































































Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 


151. Diplacodes nebulosa (Fabricius, 1793) 

1793. Libellula nebulosa Fabricius, Ent. Syst ., 2: 379. 

1889. Diplacodes nebulosa. , Kirby, Trans. Zool. Soc. Lond ', 12: 308. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in marshes, weedy ponds and paddy fields. It 
breeds in marshes and other similar habitats. 
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152. Diplacodes trivialis (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula trivialis Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 115. 

1891. Diplacodes trivialis , Karsch, Ent. Nachr., 17: 246. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, 
Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, 
Fiji, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, 
Malaysia, Micronesia (Federated States of), Myanmar, Nepal, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: One of the commonest dragonflies in gardens, fields, 
playgrounds, etc. Usually perches on the ground and rarely flies above one 
meter. It breeds in muddy puddles, tanks, and pond edges. 
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Epithemis Laidlaw, 1955 
153. Epithemis mariae (Laidlaw, 1915) 

1915. Amphithemis mariae Laidlaw, Rec. Indian Mus ., 11: 337-339. 

1955. Epithemis mariae , Laidlaw, Entomologist's month Magaz. , 91: 287. 

Distribution: India: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Found closely associated with forested marshes, 
especially in Myristica swamps. They occur in small colonies and breeds 
in forested marsh lands. 
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Hydrobasileus Kirby, 1889 
154. Hydrobasileus croceus (Brauer, 1867) 

1867. Tramea croceus Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien., 17: 813. 

1890. Hydrobasileus croceus, Karsch, Berlin Ent. Zeit ., 33: 351. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Odisha, Rajasthan. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), 
Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in marshes and weedy ponds. It breeds in 
marshes and other similar habitats. 
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Hylaeothemis , 1909 
155. Hylaeothemis indica Fraser, 1946 

1946. Hylaeothemis indica ., Fraser, Proc. Roy Ent. Soc. Lond ., (B) 15 (7/8): 
97-100. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil 
Nadu. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found perched in sunlit patches of marshes 
associated with hill streams. They occur in small colonies and breeds in 
marshes associated with hill streams. 
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Indothemis Wis , 1909 

156. Indothemis carnatica (Fabricius, 1798) 

1798. Libellula carnatica Fabricius, Ent. Syst. Halfnaie (suppl.), 8: 284. 
1842. Libellula caesia Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., : 95. 

1936. Indothemis caesia , Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odonata , 3: 340-341. 
1985. Indothemis carnatica, Davies and Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World, 

2: 116. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Sri Lanka, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: This species usually rest among scurb or long grasses 
in the vicinity of ponds, lakes and other similar habitats. It breeds in 
weeded ponds and lakes. 
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Lathrecista Kirby, 1889 
157. Lathrecista asiatica (Fabricius, 1798) 

1798. Libellula asiatica Fabricius, Ent. Syst. Supply p. 283. 

1890. Lathrecista asiatica, Karsch, Berlin Ent. Zeit., 33: 369. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Nagaland, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Indonesia, 
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, New Caledonia, Papua 
New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet 
Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly perches on twigs of riparian 
vegetation and found in ponds, tanks, marshes and stagnant part of 
rivers and streams. Breeds in marshes associated with ponds and tanks. 
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Lyriothemis Brauer, 1868 
158. Lyriothemis acigastra (Selys, 1878) 

1878. Calothemis acigastra Selys, Mitth. Mus. Dresden, p. 309. 

1883. Lyriothemis acigastra, Selys, Ann. Soc. Ent. Belg., 27: 143. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Kerala, West Bengal. 
Elsewhere : China, Myanmar. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is found in bushes associated with 
marshes and streams of evergreen forests. The males usually found in 
marshes and females near fast flowing streams. The breeding habitat of 
this species from the Western Ghats is unknown. 
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159. Lyriothemis tricolor Ris, 1919 

1919. Lyriothemis tricolor Ris, Cat. Coll. Selys, fasc., 16: 1063-1065. 
Distribution: India: Assam, Kerala, Meghalaya, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, China, Japan, Myanmar, Taiwan (Province of China). 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly found exclusively in lowland forest 
swamps. It breeds in tree holes high up in canopy. 
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Macro Brauer, 1868 
160. Macrodiplax cora (Brauer, 1867) 

1867. Diplax cora Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien., 17: 289. 

1868. Macrodiplax cora, Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien., 18: 737. 

Distribution: India: Kerala, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Australia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Mauritius, Micronesia (Federated States of), New Caledonia, Northern 
Mariana Islands, Oman, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, 
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Taiwan 
(Province of China), Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam, Yemen. 

Habits and Habitat: Found perched on tops of low shrubs, bushes and 
twigs. It breeds in marshes, weedy ponds and other similar habitats. 
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Neurothemis^iMz^ 1867 
161. Neurothemis fulvia (Drury, 1773) 

1773. Libellula fulvia Drury, III. Exot. Ins., 2: 84-85. 

1889. Neurothemis fulvia , Kirby, Trans. Zool. Soc. Lond., 12: 271. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Goa, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, 
Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Taiwan 
(Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A dragonfly of wet forests perches on fallen logs and 
shrubs. A large number of them can be found together in canopy gaps and 
forest edges. Breeds in marshes associated with forest streams and rivers. 
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162. Neurothemis intermedia (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula intermedia Rambur, Ins. Neurop., p. 91. 

1889. Neurothemis intermedia. , Selys, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova , 27: 454. 
1911. Neurothemis intermedia intermedia. , Ris, Gzfc Coll. Selys , fasc. 13: 
563-564. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Goa, Himachal 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, 
Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found in grasslands and other similar open 
habitats. Large colonies of resting individuals can be found in the riparian 
region. It breeds in marshes, ponds and lakes. 
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163. Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) 

1773. Libellula tullia Drury III. Exot. Ins., 2: 85. 

1890. Neurothemis tullia , Kirby Syn. Cat. Neur. Odon ., p. 8. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Pondicherry Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Bangladesh, China, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A conspicuous species of ponds, marshes and paddy 
fields. Usually perches on twigs, aquatic weeds and other plants. This 
species is very common along irrigation canals and paddy fields. It breeds 
in marshes and ponds. 
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Onychothemis 1868 

164. Onychothemis testacea Laidlaw, 1902 

1902. Onychothemis testacea Laidlaw, Proc. Zool. Soc. London , p. 75. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : China, Hong Kong, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Very fast flying dragonfly of forested streams. It 
usually perches on dry twigs and other similar vantage points over streams 
and aggressively chases other odonates. It breeds in streams. 
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Orthetrum Newman, 1833 
163 . Orthetrum anceps (Schneider, 1843) 

1845. Libellula anceps Schneider, Stett. Ent. Zeit ., 6: 111. 

1909. Orthetrum anceps , Ris, Cat. Coll. Selys, fasc. 9: 185-187. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & 
Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Mizoram, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
Egypt, France, Greece, Croatia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, 
Morocco, Macedonia, Nepal, Pakistan, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Russian 
Federation, Slovenia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Turkey. 

Habits and Habitat: It breeds in ponds, lakes and deep pools of rivers. 
Remarks: Doubtful record from Maharashtra (Prasad, 1996). 
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166. Orthetrum chrysis (Selys, 1891) 

1891. Libella testacea race chrysis Selys, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova. , 30: 462. 
1900. Orthetrum chrysis , Ris, Archiv. fur Natur. Bd., p. 186. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Goa, Himachal 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere: Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found perched around marshes, ponds, 
paddy fields and stagnant parts of rivers and streams. Breeds in marshes 
and ponds. 



349 


$ K.A. Subramanian 









Subramanian, K.A., Emiliyamma, K.G., Babu, R., Radhakrishnan, C. &Talmale, S.S. 












































































































































Atlas of Odonata (Insecta) of the Western Ghats, India 


Zool. Surv. India 


167 . Orthetrum glaucum (Brauer, 1865) 

1865. Libellula glauca Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wein ., 18: 1012. 

1890. Orthetrum glaucum, Kirby, Syn. Cat. Neur. Odon ., p. 39. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found in marshes associated with forest 
streams, plantations and canals. Usually sits on dry twigs, stones and 
boulders around forest streams and plantations. Breeds in marshes. 
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168. Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868) 

1868. Libellula luzonica Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wein , 18: 169, 732. 
1890. Orthetrum luzonicum , Kirby, Syn. Cat. Odon., p. 38. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, 
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found perched around marshes, ponds, 
paddy fields, grasslands, and stagnant part of rivers and streams and also 
frequently perches on ground. 
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169 . Orthetrumpruinosum (Burmeister, 1839) 

1839. Libellulapruinosa Burmeister, Handb. Ent 2: 853. 

1842. Libellula neglecta Rambur, Ins. Neurop. , p. 86. 

1909. Orthetrum pruinosum neglectum , Ris, Cat. Coll. Selys fasc. 9: 181. 
1936. Orthetrum pruinosum neglectum , Fraser, Fauna Brit. India , Odonata , 
3:311-313. 

2017. Orthetrum pruinosum, , Schorr and Paulson, World Odonata List. 
https://www.pugetsound.edu 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of 
China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A very common dragonfly of wells, ponds, ditches, 
tanks and rivers. Males are very conspicuous and perched on shrubs, 
stones, etc. Breeds in puddles, ponds and tanks. 
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170. Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) 

1770. Libellula sabina Drury III. Exot. Ins., 1: 114. 

1889. Orth etrum sabina Kirby Trans, zool. Soc. Lond., 12: 302. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Pondicherry Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Algeria, Armenia, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Chad, China, 
Cyprus, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Georgia, Greece, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
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Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Micronesia 
(Federated States of), Myanmar, Nepal, New Caledonia, Oman, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Samoa, Saudi 
Arabia, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Taiwan (Province of China), Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor- 
Leste, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, 
Viet Nam, Yemen. 

Habits and Habitat: A very common dragonfly of gardens and fields. 
This species perches motionless on shrubs and dry twigs for a long time. 
Hawk flying insects such as flies, small butterflies and dragonflies. Breeds 
in ponds and tanks. 
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171 . Orthetrum taeniolatum (Schneider, 1845) 

1845. Libellula taeniolata Schneider, Stett. Ent. Zeit 6: 111. 

1890. Orthetrum taeniolatum , Kirby, Syn. Cat. Odon ., p. 37. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Cyprus, Greece, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Nepal, Oman, 
Pakistan, Palestinian Territory (Occupied), Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Turkey. 

Habits and Habitat: Most common during dry season or just before 
monsoon and found perched on rocks or sandy foreshores in riverbeds. It 
breeds in the stagnant deep pools in the streams. 
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172. Orthetrum triangulare (Selys, 1878) 

1878. Libellula triangularis Selys, Mitt. Mus. Dresden , p. 314. 

1886. Orthetrum triangulare , Kirby, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond ', p. 32. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Lao 
Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A species of hills. Usually found in marshes 
associated with hill streams. It breeds in brooks flowing through marshes 
in foothills. 
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Palpopleura Rambur, 1842 
173 . Palpopleura sexmaculata (Fabricius, 1787) 

1787. Libellula sexmaculata Fabricius, Mant. Ins., 1: 338. 

1868. Palpopleura sexmaculata Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien., 18: 716. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, 
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Hong Kong, Lao Peoples 
Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly is usually found in marshes associated 
with bamboo brakes. It breeds in marshes. 
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Pantala 1861 

174. Pantala flavescens (Fabricius, 1798) 

1798. Libellula flavescens Fabricius, Ent. Syst. Suppl., p. 285. 

1861. Pantala flavescens , Hagen, Syn. Neur. N. Amer :, p. 142. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, 
Gujarat, Hariyana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, 
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : American Samoa, Angola, Argentina, Aruba, Australia, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational States of), 
Caribbean Netherlands, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina 
Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cayman Islands, Central African 
Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo (The Republic of 
the), Congo (The Democratic Republic of the), Cook Islands, Costa 
Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Curasao, Dominica, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, French Guiana, 
French Polynesia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Guam, 
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Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, Korea (Democratic Peoples 
Republic of), Korea (Republic of), Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, 
Marshall Islands, Martinique, Mauritius, Mayotte, Mexico, Micronesia 
(Federated States of), Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, New 
Caledonia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Niue, Norfolk Islands, Northern Mariana 
Islands, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, 
Puerto Rico, Reunion, Rwanda, Saint Barthelemy, Saint Lucia, Saint 
Martin, Saint Pierre and Miquelon, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, 
Suriname, Swaziland, Taiwan (Province of China), Tanzania (United 
Republic of), Thailand, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, 
United States, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), 
Viet Nam, Virgin Islands (U.S.), Wallis and Futuna, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: Most common dragonfly. Huge swarms can be seen 
just before and after monsoon. Thousands of them swarm over harvesting 
fields and playground during early morning and evening. They are 
ubiquitous and migrate in large numbers with the monsoon winds. The 
swarms usually use clearings such as railway tracks, highways and rivers to 
migrate. It breeds in marshes and small puddles. 
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Potamarcha K&rsch ., 1890 
175. Potamarcha congener (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula obscura Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 64. 

1842. Libellula congener ; Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 70. 

1890. Potamarcha obscura , Karsch, Berlin Ent. Zeit ., 33: 371. 

1891. Potamarcha congener ; Selys, AH. SW. Espan ., 20: 221. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province 
of China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in weedy ponds, lakes and marshes. Large 
colonies are often found in riparian region of ponds, lakes and marshes. 
It breeds in marshes. 
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Rhodothemis VIls , 1909 
176. Rhodothemis rufa (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula rufa Rambur, Ins. Neurop., p. 64. 

1842. Libellula oblita Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 123. 

1868. Erythemis rufa, Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien., 18: 723. 

1868. Erythemis oblita^mncr, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wien., 18: 723. 

1900. Crocothemis rufa, Van Der Weele, Nova Guinea, 9: 22. 

1911. Rhodothemis rufa, Ris, Cat. Coll. Selys fasc. 13: 592-593. 

Distribution: India: Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Manipur, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura. 

Elsewhere: Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in marshes and weedy ponds. It breeds in 
marshes and other similar habitats. 
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Rhyothemis Hagen, 1867 
177. Rhyothemis triangularis Kirby, 1889 

1889. Rhyothemis triangularis Kirby, Trans. Zool. Soc. Lond ., 12: 319. 
Distribution: India: Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala. 

Elsewhere : Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found perched around marshes and 
ponds. It breeds in marshes and other similar habitats. 
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178. Rhyothemis variegata (Linnaeus, 1763) 

1763. Libellula variegata Linnaeus, Amoenitates Acad., 6: 412. 

1867. Rhyothemis variegata Hagen, Stett. Ent. Zeit ., 28: 232. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Dadra-Nagar-Haveli, 
Daman, Delhi, Diu, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu- 
Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, 
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Lao Peoples 
Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of 
China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A prominent dragonfly of marshes, paddy fields and 
ponds. This species is easily mistaken for a butterfly. A weak flier and 
frequently perches on aquatic weeds. This dragonfly is rarely seen away 
from water. It breeds in marshes, ponds, lakes and paddy fields. 
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Sympetrum Newman, 1833 
179. Sympetrum fonscolombii (Selys, 1840) 

1840. Libellulafonscolombei Selys, Mon. Lib. Eur :, p. 29, 49, 208. 

1874. Sympetrum fonscolombei Meyer-Dur, Mitt. Schwiez. Ent. Ges ., 4: 327. 
2000. Sympetrum fonscolombii , Tsuda, A Distributional list ofWorld Odonata, 

p. 180. 

Distribution: India: Himachal Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Armenia, Austria, 
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Botswana, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
France, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Gibraltar, Greece, Guinea, Hungary, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, 
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, 
Macedonia (the former Yugoslav Republic of), Madagascar, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Palestinian 
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Territory (Occupied), Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Reunion, Romania, 
Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 
Uzbekistan, Western Sahara, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found perched on long ferns, logs or twigs 
in the borders of ponds, lakes and marshes. It breeds in ponds, lakes, and 
marshes. 
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180. Sympetrum hypomelas (Selys, 1884) 

1884. Diplax hypomelas Selys, Ann. Soc. Ent. Belg. , 28: 37. 

1890. Sympetrum hypomelas Kirby, Syn. Cat. Neur. Odon. , p. 16. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, West 
Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, China, Myanmar, Nepal. 

Habits and Habitat: This dragonfly is found in open uncovered patches 
of ground or long ferns. It breeds in ponds, lakes, tanks and marshes. 

Remarks: Doubtful record from Maharashtra. 
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Tetrathemis Brauer, 1868 
181. Tetrathemisplatyptera Selys, 1878 

1878. Tetrathemis platyptera Selys, Mitt. Mus. Dresden ., p. 316. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Kerala, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Odisha, Tamil 
Nadu, Uttarakhand, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : China, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Common in ponds, weed covered irrigation wells 
and similar small water collections and also stagnant parts of rivers and 
streams. Always found close to water. It breeds in ponds and small stagnant 
water collections. 
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Tholymis 1867 

182. Tholymis tillarga (Fabricius, 1798) 

1798. Libellula tillarga Fabricius, Ent. Syst. Suppl., p. 285. 

1867. Tholymis tillarga , Hagen, Stett. Ent. Zeit ., 28: 220. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Laccadives, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, 
Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : American Samoa, Angola, Australia, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, 
Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Chad, China, Comoros, Congo (The Republic of the), Congo 
(The Democratic Republic of the), Cook Islands, Cote d’Ivoire, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guam, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, 
Kiribati, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Mali, Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Micronesia (Federated States 
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of), Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, New Caledonia, 
Nigeria, Northern Mariana Islands, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Reunion, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South 
Sudan, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of China), Tanzania (United Republic 
of), Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Uganda, Viet Nam, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: A crepuscular dragonfly, active at the time of sunset 
and flies at night and frequently comes to light at night. This fast flying 
dragonfly is very difficult to follow in the field. During the day, it rests 
among bushes. Commonly found in ponds, marshes, paddy fields and 
tanks. It breeds in marshes and ponds. 
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Tramea Hagen, 1861 

183. Tramea basilaris (Palisot de Beauvois, 1803) 

1805. Libellula basilaris Beauvois, Ins. Afr. Amer. , p. 171. 

1951. Tramea basilaris , Fraser, Bull. Inst, franc. Afr. Noire , 13: 1084. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Congo (The Republic of the), Congo (The 
Democratic Republic of the), Cote d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mayotte, Mozambique, Myanmar, 
Namibia, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Tanzania 
(United Republic of), Thailand, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: Found around marshes and ponds. It breeds in 
marshes and ponds. 
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184. Tramea limbata (Desjardins, 1832) 

1832. Libellula limbata Desjardins, Rapport Soc. Maurice , p. 1. 

1842. Libellula similata, Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 36. 

1889. Tramea limbata. , Kirby, Trans. Zool. Soc. Lond. , 12: 318. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Jharkhand, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Laccadives, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere : Botswana, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Comoros, Congo (The 
Democratic Republic of the), Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, 
Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritius, Mayotte, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Reunion, Senegal, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania (United Republic 
of), Uganda, Yemen, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: This midday flying dragonfly is commonly seen 
patrolling over water bodies. It breeds in ponds, marshes and tanks. 
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185. Tramea Virginia (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula Virginia , Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 33. 

1890. Tramea Virginia. , Kirby, Cat. Odon. , p. 3. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Mizoram, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea (Democratic People s 
Republic of), Korea (Republic of), Myanmar, Nepal, Taiwan (Province of 
China), Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found patrolling the ponds, tanks and 
perched on twigs in the banks. It breeds in weedy tanks, ponds and lakes. 
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Trithemis Brauer, 1868 
186. Trithemis aurora (Burmeister, 1839) 

1839. Libellula aurora Burmeister, Handb. Ent ., 2: 859. 

1868. Trithemis aurora Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wein ., 18 : 177. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Dadra- 
Nagar-Haveli, Daman, Delhi, Diu, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Pondicherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan 
(Province of China), Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: One of the common dragonflies of wetlands. Found 
along the banks of marshy streams, rivers, lakes, canals, paddy fields and 
ponds. Males usually perch on dry twigs, aquatic plants and over head 
cables. It breeds in streams, rivers, canals, ponds and tanks. 
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187. Trithemis festiva (Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula festiva Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 92. 

1868. Trithemis festiva, Brauer, Verb, zool.-bot. Ges. Wein ., 18: 736. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, Greece, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Lao Peoples Democratic 
Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Russian Federation, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province 
of China), Thailand, Turkey, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Very common in slow flowing streams, rivers and 
canals. Usually perches on boulders and aquatic plants. It breeds in 
sluggish streams and rivers. 
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188. Trithemis kirbyi Selys, 1891 

1891. Trithemis kirbyi, Selys, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova , 30: 465. 

Distribution: India: Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Manipur, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, 
Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Chad, Comoros, Congo (The Republic of the), Congo (The Democratic 
Republic of the), Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Italy, Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mali, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania 
(United Republic of), Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: Usually found in marshes, ponds and lakes. They 
have an interesting habit of sitting on exposed rocks. It breeds in marshes 
and ponds. 
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189. Trithemispallidinervis (Kirby, 1889) 

1889. Sympetrumpallidinervis Kirby, Trans. Zool. Soc. Lond ', 12: 327. 
1891. Trithemis dry as, Selys, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, 30: 465. 

1907. Trithemis pallidinervis, Morton, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond., p. 304. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Dadra- 
Nagar-Haveli, Daman, Delhi, Diu, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Odisha, Pondicherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Cambodia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic 
Republic of), Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Oman, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of 
China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A dragonfly of marshes, paddy fields and weedy 
ponds. Usually perches on tall aquatic weeds or bare ends of shrubs around 
weedy ponds and lakes. It breeds in marshes. 
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Urothemis Brauer, 1868 
190. Urothemis signata ( Rambur, 1842) 

1842. Libellula signata, Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 117. 

1868. Urothemis sanguined, Brauer, Verb, zool-hot. Ges. Wein , 18 : 737. 
1913. Urothemis signata signata, Ris, Cat. Coll. Selys, fasc. 16 : 1023-1024. 
1985. Urothemis signata, Davies and Tobin, The Dragonflies of the World, 
2: 143. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Jharkhand, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, 
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan (Province of 
China), Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Found in marshes, weedy ponds, paddy fields and 
lakes. It breeds in marshes and other similar habitats. 
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Zygonyx Hagen, 1867 
191. Zygonyx iris Selys, 1869 

1869. Zygonyx iris Selys, Ann. Soc. Ent. Belg ., 12: 97. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Manipur, 
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: Commonly found flying over brooks and streams. It 
breeds in streams. 
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192. Zygonyx torridus (Kirby, 1889) 


1889. Pseudomacromia torrida Kirby Trans. Zool. Soc. London , 12: 340. 
1938. Zygonyx torrida, Schmidt, SitzBer. Akad. Wiss. Wien , (1) 147: 148. 
1985. Zygonyx torridus torridus , Davies and Tobin, The Dragonflies of the 
World , 2: 145. 

Distribution: India: Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, Punjab, 
Uttarakhand. 

Elsewhere : Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape 
Verde, Central African Republic, Comoros, Congo (The Democratic 
Republic of the), Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea-Bissau, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, 
Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palestinian Territory (Occupied), Portugal, 
Reunion, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Spain, 
Sudan, Tanzania (United Republic of), Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, 
United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Habits and Habitat: This species is usually found hawking over 
submontane streams and breeds there. 



Zygonyx torridus 
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Zyxomma petiolatum 


Zyxomma Rambur, 1842 
193. Zyxomma petiolatum Rambur, 1842 


1842. Zyxomma petiolatum Rambur, Ins. Neurop ., p. 30. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Laccadive 
Islands, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Pondicherry, Odisha, Tamil 
Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Japan, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Seychelles, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, Vanuatu, Viet Nam. 

Habits and Habitat: A crepuscular dragonfly that flies after sunset and 
occasionally comes to the light at night, especially after the first summer 
showers. It breeds in ponds, tanks and marshes. Adults can be seen 
hawking swarming mosquitoes over ditches during dawn and dusk. 


$ David Raji 
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